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Dedication

To the people who came from Craco,
past and present,
whose devotion to San Vincenzo
was only exceeded by their love of family.
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Preface

This work about San Vincenzo Martire, the patron saint of Craco, originally
stemmed from a series of questions about the origin of the saint and what might be
considered miraculous occurrences and events experienced by The Craco Society. Any
phenomenon surrounding this event may have actually started shortly after The Craco
Society was formed when in the summer of 2007 it was learned that a Mass was still
celebrated for the patron of Craco in downtown New York. Prior to learning that, few if
any of the members at that time was aware there was a statue of the town’s patron saint
in New York City. A contingent of Society members attended as a group that October and
came away with many questions about the origin of the statue in St. Joseph’s Church.
Then at the Society’s 2008 Reunion things picked up dramatically.
During that event the Society received a gift of an historic statue of San Vincenzo.
In short order, several amazing incidents led to the uncovering of an almost forgotten
society formed by Crachesi immigrants who brought their devotion of the saint with them
to the US at the end of the 19th century. Following that, artifacts from this group began
to emerge along with additional relics and information about San Vincenzo Martire that
is presented in this work.
Originally conceived of to document The Craco Society’s connection to the San
Vincenzo statue that it received as a gift, this work turned into something more as the
unique relationship that existed between the Crachesi and San Vincenzo began to unfold.
The story of San Vincenzo, Martire di Craco spanning two continents and hundreds of
years became the story of the Crachesi continuum and their cultural history in North
America.
This publication fits well with the mission of The Craco Society clearly preserving
the history, culture, and traditions of the town and its people. Although there are voids in
the story due to lost information and some questions still remain unanswered, what is
presented not only tells the story of San Vincenzo but also preserves prior publications
and historic material about him and his followers in Craco and New York. As best is
known, the feast day veneration of this saint is only carried out in these two places and
this work serves to connect them.
The initial source for the history of the patron saint of Craco is the original
material from there. The text of three Italian publications with the saint’s history is
incorporated into this book along with their English translations. These translations were
underwritten by the Society to make them available for the first time to a new audience in
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North America. Also included is a piece of original research about San Vincenzo that
was done by Fr. Regis Gallo, an American cleric of Crachese descent providing us with
his perspective about the history of San Vincenzo.
Developing the story of the Crachesi immigrants and San Vincenzo in America
was challenging since there was scant documentation available. However, fragments of
information when combined with oral histories enable us to gain an insight into how the
Crachesi carried their devotion of the town’s patron from their little hilltop town to their
new home in the Metropolis at the turn of the 20th century.
In preparing a work of this type considerable effort, material, and information
was provided by many people. Their contributions are noted in the text but we are
compelled to express our appreciation to them here. Joseph D. Rinaldi and Frederick
Spero translated the original Italian works; Marilyn Augustyne, Anthony Episcopio, Fr.
Regis Gallo, Margaret Episcopia Gallo, Stephen LaRocca, Rita Gallo Lavery, Anna
LoCicero, Carlo Muzio, Domenica Mormando, Anthony Mulé, Robert Rubertone, Joseph
A. Rinaldi, and Paul Tocci provided oral history information, photographs, or other
material; Dr. Mary Elizabeth Brown and Maria DelGiudice of the Center for Migration
Studies, Staten Island, NY assisted in research.
The Craco Society would be remiss without acknowledging the individuals who
played a special role in the preservation of the San Vincenzo tradition in New York.
Vincent and Camille Niceforo lovingly cared for a small San Vincenzo statue in their
house for many years before making their kind gift of it to the Society. Anna LoCicero
graciously supported the restoration of the San Vincenzo statue in St. Joseph’s Church in
the 1990’s while Stephen LaRocca maintained the tradition of holding a Mass for San
Vincenzo there on the fourth Sunday in October for many years. Additionally, Fr. Regis
Gallo and Mrs. Rita Gallo were not only kind enough to provide information and
photographs of the American statues but also presented The Craco Society with the
historic banner of the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco. In 2010, members of The
Craco Society funded a two year restoration of the statue to be competed for the
celebration of the 110th Anniversary of the statue on October 23, 2011 at the Church of
St. Joseph.
Finally we want to acknowledge the community and parish of The Basilica of St.
Patrick’s Old Cathedral and Fr. Brian A. Graebe, S.J.D., their pastor who maintains a
home for the San Vincenzo statue at The Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood. We
wish the blessing of San Vincenzo on all of them and the many others who have lovingly
cared for and protected the artifacts of our cultural heritage.
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Part I
The History of San Vincenzo Martire
The Patron and Protettore of Craco
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A Brief Sketch of the Life of San Vincenzo, Martire
(Translated and Adapted)
by Fr. Regis Gallo, O.F.M.
Among the many feasts of the saints, there is one which is not mentioned in the
Universal Calendar, but which is, nonetheless, of local importance. This is the feast of
San Vincenzo, Martire, which is celebrated in the town of Craco in the province of
Matera, Italy on the fourth Sunday of October.
While little is known about the person of this great Confessor and defender of the
Christian faith, one can, nevertheless, arrive at some idea of his origin, his deeds and
accomplishments, by a superficial examination of the historical data, which is available.
That he is a Martyr for the faith is testified well enough, not only in the church’s liturgy,
but also in the centuries old tradition and cult of many people for generation upon
generations.
The fact that he was a Roman soldier is brought out well enough by examination
of the casket in which he is interred. He is depicted wearing a sword of a legionnaire, a
breastplate of armored mail and a plumed helmet.

The relic of San Vincenzo in Craco from an undated postcard

Let us now consider the following facts: since our Saint was a Roman soldier and
since he underwent the pains of martyrdom, then he must have lived during the last
persecutions against the Christians, when the idea or concept of a Divine Redeemer had
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already penetrated the rank and file of the military. All this then, took place in the reign
of the Roman Emperor Diocletian, and definitely before 300A.D.
Since the slaughter of the famous Theban Legion took place in the year 286A.D.,
we can readily conclude that our own San Vincenzo was a companion to San Maurizio, in
both war and martyrdom and just as the neighboring Montalbano Jonico chose San
Maurizio for its patron (feast day – September 22nd), Craco chose San Vincenzo for its
very own.
The Theban Legion
After the Emperor Aurelian had died, the infamous Diocletian succeeded in
command. Moreover, he summoned a certain Maximinian (Hercules) to rule over part of
the empire. Thus, while Diocletian ruled the east, Maximinian ruled the western part of
the empire.
While Maximinian was on his way to Gaul (France) to quell a sizable revolt of the
Bagauds, a peasantry of Belgium, and barbarian invaders, he stopped at the village of
Otteduro (which today bears the name of Martinach) in Vallese, to rest his weary armies.
Here he was joined by the Theban Legion, which was summoned by Diocletian from the
east to re-enforce the already assembled militia. (The Theban Legion had been recruited
in Egypt, then under Roman rule). It camped near Agauno, at the foot of a mountain,
which today is called the Great St. Bernard.
This famous and glorious Theban Legion was made up of 6,600 legionnaires who
were all Christians. San Maurizio was one of the officers in command of the Legion; its
leader was Escuperius, while Candidus was the soldiers’ elected voice.
As we have already mentioned, our glorious San Vincenzo was among them. On
a certain day, while the entire legion was camped in that section, Maximinian issued an
order to the effect that the entire army was to offer propitiatory sacrifices to the gods for
the success of the expedition against the rebellious Bagaurds.
Without a moment’s hesitation, the Theban Legion refused to obey Maximinian’s
order, and this on the ground that it was a religious and not a military command. Because
of this refusal on the Legion’s part, the infuriated Emperor commanded the legion to be
decimated, that is, every tenth man was put to death. The troops were ordered to file into
separate ranks and every tenth man was then crudely put to the sword.
As a result of this slaughter, 660 brave men were killed and Maximinian grieved
at the useless loss of so many legionnaires and sent a very complaisant message asking
the remaining soldiers to sacrifice to the gods. But they replied, “We are soldiers, but we
are also servants of the true God. We owe you military service and obedience; but we
cannot renounce Him who is our creator and Master. We have taken an oath to God
before we took one to you: you can place no confidence in our second oath if we violate
the first. We have arms in our hands, but we do not resist, because we would rather die
innocent than live in shame.”
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Maximinian, amazed at this bold reply, again issued absolute orders for every
tenth man to be killed and yet, even after this second slaughter, the legionnaires remained
constant.
Finally, realizing that any threat or punishment of his was useless, the emperor
ordered the complete extermination of the famed legion.
The other army units fell upon the Theban Legion with drawn swords and
butchery continued until not a man was left alive. The field was strewn with bodies and
the blood flowed, but not a cry was heard from the lips of the brave soldiers, instead only
songs and hymns of joy and glory to the Lord.
San Vincenzo, who fought so bravely in the battle against the enemies of his
country, and who feared no man, was wise enough to fear God and put loyalty to him
above all else.
Origin of the Devotion to San Vincenzo
The first sight to meet the eye of the traveler or tourist on entering Craco from the
east is the former Friary of the Franciscans. The building of the Friary began on April 3,
1620 by a Friar named Robert, the then Bishop of Tricarico, and was finally completed
ten years later in 1630. The construction of the Friary was realized through the generous
offerings of the faithful in the community and especially Giovanni Donatus Penna, a
lawyer. All this is attested to on the main entrance of the same friary.

Postcard view of St. Peter’s Friary c. 1930

The Friary bore the name of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and was entrusted to
the care of the Franciscan Friars, who retained it until the Italian Government suppressed
it in 1866.
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Next to this Friary is a beautiful and spacious church to the left of which, many
years later, in 1777 to be exact, a rather large chapel was built. This chapel was
dedicated to the glorious martyr, San Vincenzo, in the year 1792. What follows is the
story of this special dedication.
Finding himself in Rome, and wishing to return to Craco with a relic of some
glorious martyr of our Faith, Fr. Prospero, a Franciscan of Craco, obtained from Pope
Pius VI, through the Sacred Congregation of Rites, a great relic, which was said to be that
of a Roman soldier as well as a glorious martyr, by the name of Vincenzo – a name
signifying “winner” or “conqueror.”
Fr. Prospero enclosed the precious relic in an artistic crystal-sided casket. Inside
the casket was set the waxen body of the martyr, dressed as a Roman soldier and lying in
a reclining position.
Stopping at various places during the course of its journey, the remains were
carried all the way to Craco where it was received with great pomp and honor by the
local clergy. This was in the year 1792.
The great devotion of the faithful in that region and the neighboring towns
rendered great honor to the soldier martyr San Vincenzo. In large measure, this was due
to the many miracles which the Saint performed on the suffering multitudes that sought
his help.
Because of all this, the clergy and the people of Craco decided to choose San
Vincenzo, along with San Nicola of Bari as their patron and protector of the town. In
1798, the Very Rev. Fr. Francescoantonio, OFM of Craco, a lector of theology,
composed a beautiful novena, full of devotion and fervor, honoring the famous saint.
The religious and civil festival of San Vincenzo was fixed for the fourth Sunday
of October to coincide with the important annual fair which takes place after the harvest.
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Postcard view of chapel interior c. 1960
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Prayers in honor of San Vincenzo
Responsory in honor of San Vincenzo
O miles fortissimo.
Alto electus lumine;
Athlaeta verae Fidei;
Nune trimphator gloriae,
Meruisti merifice
Sanctus et mirabilis;
Vincenti vocari nomine,
Amore Christi saucuis.
Ad te proni confugiunt
Pro corpore, pro spiritu,
Ut sis pro invocantibus
Caelestia motor gratiae.
Fac ut te quaerentibus,
Prequs nunc praecantibus,
Tue valore sanguenis, Propiturs esto, et Dominus.
Gloria Patre, et Filio, et
Spiritu Sancto,
Sicut erat in prencipio et
Nunc et semper,
Et en saecula saeculorum
Amen

Pray for us, O Blessed Vincenzo.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us Pray
Grant we beseech you, almighty God, that through the intercession of
Blessed Vincenzo Your Martyr, we may be delivered from all adversities
In body, and be purified from all evil thoughts in mind.
Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who is God and lives
And reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, world without end
Amen.

San Vincenzo Martire And the Crachesi in Two Worlds

Hymn in honor of San Vincenzo
O you, of all your warriors, lord
Yourself the crown and sure reward;
Let us from sinful fetters free
Who sing your Martyr’s victory.
In selfish pleasures worldly round
The taste of bitter gall he found
But sweet to him was your blessed name
And thus to heavenly joys he came
Who manfully his Cross he bore
And ran his race of torments sore;
For you he poured his life away;
With you he lives in endless day.
Thus ever before you bending law,
We entreat You, Lord, Your love to show
On this the day Your Martyr died,
Who in Your saints is glorified!
Now to the Father and the Son,
Be glory while the ages run;
The same, O Holy Spirit to you!
Through ages of eternity.
Amen
Antiphon in Honor of San Vincenzo
This Saint contended for the law of God even unto death, fearing
not the words of the ungodly, for he was founded upon a strong rock.
Prayer in Honor of San Vincenzo
O glorioso Martire San Vincenzo, voi che foste in Anagnanimo campione della
relegione di Cristo: intercedite presso il Padre dei lumi, affinche a vostra imitazione
conocessimo el pregio ammirabile della fede e della verita della chiesa Cattolica; ed
impetrateci; per i vostra merite, che divemite diffensori di essa, invece di farci allucenare
dal secolo pervertito e dal senso ribelle potessimo conservrla pura ed intatta nel nostro
cuore; affenche cosi credendo ed operando, potessimo godere a faccia a faccia el Sommo
Bene. E cosi sia.
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PART ONE
NOTES
ON THE TOWN OF CRACO
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CHAPTER I

HISTORICAL NOTES
The very old village of Craco
had its rise in the era of new social order
among the villages that emerged in the
time of the middle ages, from the sixth
to the eleventh century.
In the Catalogo dei Baroni
(Catalogue of the Barons), prepared for
the Crusades to the Holy Land, at the
time of William II, is the name of a
certain Herbertus Fifius Kerberti of
Craco, who possessed Craco and
Cagnano.
Afterwards it passed to a certain
Carbonus of Belmonte, who in the
words of ancient documents, among
others, also owned Cracculum.
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In the directory of the Barons, to
whom was given the guardianship of
Lombard prisoners by order of
Frederick II in 1239, there is the name
of a certain Goffredus of Craco, Lord of
the Land, which in 1308 was part of the
State of Montescaglioso, of which
Be1trando del Balzo was the Earl.
At the time of King Ladislao, the
land of Craco passed to Attendolo
Sforza of Cotignola; then to the
Sanseverino family, along with the
County of Chiaromonte, and finally
came into the possession of the House
of Vergara, with the formal title of the
Earl of Craco, which continues to exist.
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CHAPTER II
NAME AND COAT OF ARMS
The specific name of the town of
Craco, from an etymological point of
view, seems to have originated from the
low Latin word "Grachium", meaning in
the Middle Ages, ‘recently plowed
fields laying fallow’. In fact, to this day,
the word "Gararch" in this provincial
dialect means plowed fields.
In the dictionary of Durange the
words, "Grachium” and “Garachium",
in fact, mean “land of recently plowed
fields”, and we find the phrase,
“towards the west with plowed fields
maintained by Peter.” (“versus occasum
cum grachio [. . .] quod tenet Petrus” . . .
Therefore, with all certainty, we can
conclude that the true etymology of
Craco is “Grachium”.
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The coat of arms of the town of
Craco is represented by a right arm, with
purple sleeves, a tight fist around three
sheaves of golden wheat, all in a blue
field. This coat of arms is registered with
the State Archives as the authentic coat
of arms of the town. Regarding its
meaning, we must agree with Racioppi,
that the composition alludes to the
fertility of the arable land, and the
sheaves are linked to its proximity to the
fertile plains of the once glorious
Metaponto.
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CHAPTER III
POLITICAL NOTES
The town of Craco in the past
belonged to the Province of Potenza, in
the district of Matera, under the
jurisdiction of Ferrandina and the
Electoral Board of Tricarico. At present,
after the Fascist reform, it belongs to the
Province of Matera, the District of Pisticci
judicially, administratively to the District
of Ferrandina and academically to the
Directorate of Education in Pisticci.
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Its population has decreased greatly
due to emigration to the United States. In
fact, while the first census of 1881 had
2,015 inhabitants, the most recent census of
1931 declined to 1,486.
Its height above sea level is 391
meters and its territory is 6,781 hectares.
Its railway station is in Pisticci on the
Naples - Brindisi line; although recently
with the expansion of the Calabro-Lucana
railway line, it acquired its own station.
The town of Craco is in the Diocese
of Tricarico; and it has its own Parish,
known by the specific name of San Nicola
of Bari, and is served by a parish priestcurate.
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The holy protector is San Vincenzo
Martyr, whose feast day is celebrated on
the fourth Sunday of October. His statue
had a magnificent setting in the Convent of
the Observant Fathers. Presently, the
building is occupied by several public
offices as well as a police station. The
parish is served by the clergy.
Craco is famous for the noble and
fraternal hospitality given to refugees from
ancient Siri that arrived when it was
destroyed. Its population was horribly
decimated by the fierce persecution of
liberals, which preceded the proclamation
of the Republic in 1799: and from the
murderous, predatory and cruel brigand
invasion in the last century.
Craco is the home of the famous
natural scientist and theologian, Nicola
Columella-Onorati; of the patriot and
lawyer,
Archimede
Rigirone;
and
Monsignor Nicola Nardandrea, an educator
and renowned teacher of several
generations.
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PART TWO

THE STORY
OF SAN VINCENZO, MARTYR
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CHAPTER I
CRITICAL EXAMINATION

Many days in the calendar of the
Catholic Church during the year are
dedicated to various saints who bear the
name of Vincent. In fact, on January 22nd
we celebrate St. Vincent, a disciple of St.
Valerio, who was martyred in 304 in
Saragossa, Spain; on April 5th, St. Vincent
Ferrer, the great apostle of the Faith is
celebrated; on May 24th St. Vincent of
Lerins; on June 9th St. Vincent, Deacon,
martyred in Agenois in France; and on
July 9th, St. Vincent De Paul, the great
apostle of charity.
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But among all these feasts there is
another which, although not mentioned in
the general church calendar, is of great
local importance, and that is the feast of
San Vincenzo Martire, which is
celebrated every year in the town of
Craco on the fourth Sunday of October.
Although history is silent about
this illustrious confessor and great
defender of the Christian religion, with a
bit of dispassionate examination and with
a bit of historical criticism one can
determine very well who he was, what he
did, and what has been the result of his
action.
The fact that he was a martyr for
the Christian religion is confessed by the
Church in her liturgy; it has been handed
down by the traditions of many centuries;
and it has been proclaimed by the people
for many generations.
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That he was a Roman soldier is
well known based on the crypt where
he is enclosed, depicted with the
legionary dagger, the scaled armor
breastplate, and the plumed helmet.
Now, if our beloved Saint was
a Roman soldier, and if He suffered
martyrdom, this must have occurred
during the last persecution of
Christians, when the idea of the divine
Redeemer had already penetrated into
rank and file of soldiers under the
fierce Emperor Diocletian, before
300AD.
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Now, since the carnage of the
famous Theban Legion took place in the
year 286AD, it can be easily argued and
deduced that our San Vincenzo Martire
was a comrade in arms and martyred
with San Maurizio Martire, and just as
the nearby town of Montalbano Jonico
chose the latter as a Protector, Craco
chose the first.
Now that we are on the right
track, we can tell the story of his
martyrdom.
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CHAPTER II
THE THEBAN LEGION
After the death of the Emperor
Aurelius, he was succeeded in
command by the terrible and infamous
Diocletian, who called upon a certain
Massimiano, known as Hercules, to be
part of the empire. And so the first
commander (Diocletian) took the
command of the empire in the East and
the second took command of the
empire in the West.
Now it happened that Massimiano was
going to Gaul to quell a formidable
uprising of the Bagaudae peasants in
Belgium. Passing through the Alps he
stopped in a village named
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Otteduro, known today as SaintMaurice in the canton Valais, to give rest to
the weary troops.
He was joined there by the Theban
Legion sent by Diocletian from the East to
swell the armed forces. It was quartered at
Agauno at the foot of Mont Blanc, at a
mountain pass that is now called Grand
Saint Bernard.
The famous and glorious Theban
Legion was composed totally of Christians
and numbered 6,600 legionaries, including
our glorious martyr San Vincenzo, as
previously mentioned. It was commanded
by Maurizio, and led by Essuperio, with
Candido serving as the elected leader of the
troops.
When all the troops were settled in the
area, Massimiano sent an order
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that the whole army had to offer
propitiatory sacrifices to the gods for the
success of the punitive expedition
against Bagaudae rebels.
The Theban Legion, without
hesitation, refused to obey this order of
Massimiano, because it was not a
military order but a religious one. For
this refusal, the cruel commander
ordered that the Legion be decimated.
The troops were lined up in separate
files, all the legionaries were numbered,
and whoever happened to be the tenth
individual was brutally murdered.
Having accomplished this first massacre
for which 660 valiant soldiers were
killed, the cruel emperor Massimiano,
sad for the useless waste of many
legionaries,
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sent a compliant message to the
remaining troops, to induce them to
sacrifice to the gods. But the survivors
said to him: “We are soldiers, and as
such we give you obedience and military
service, but as Christians we serve and
worship the true God. We confess to be
followers of God the Father, the author
of all things and of His Son, Jesus Christ.
We witnessed the killing of our fellow
soldiers without complaining, and we are
resolute to follow their fate, rather than
to deny Christ and His Holy Law.”
Massimiano, not the least bit
surprised by this proud response, sent
strict orders mandating a second
decimation, which was brutally carried
out, but without any practical result or
change in conduct.
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In the end, the emperor seeing
that all his threats and punishment were
useless ordered the extermination of the
glorious and proud Legion. With it died
the leaders, Maurizio, Essuperio, and
Candido, and with them died a martyr of
the Christian faith, our glorious San
Vincenzo. The field was covered with
corpses; the innocent blood ran in
streams, not one lament escaped from
the lips of those brave men, but songs of
joy and glory to the Lord.
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CHAPTER III
LOCAL DEVOTION
Upon entering the town of
Craco from the east, the first thing a
traveler or tourist sees is the building of
the former Convent of the Franciscans.
It was established April 3, 1620 with
permission of Brother Robert, Bishop
of Tricarico, and its construction was
finished in ten years in 1630. The
construction was made possible with
the offerings of the people and
especially by a lawyer, Don Giovanni
Donato Penna,
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as stated on the door of the
convent.
The convent was named after St.
Peter, Prince of Apostles, and was
assigned to Minor Observant friars, who
kept it until the final abolition in 1866.
Attached to this monastery, and
still there, is a beautiful and spacious
church, with a large chapel on the left,
built long after the original construction
and finished in 1777. In 1792 this chapel
was dedicated to the glorious martyr San
Vincenzo.
Why this special dedication?
Here is the story:
Father Prospero of Craco of the Minor
Observant order was in Rome and
wanted to bring to his town and his
monastery a precious relic of some
glorious martyr.
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He obtained from the Sacred
Congregation of Rites a great relic, which
was said to belong to a glorious martyr
and warrior named Vincenzo, a name that
means “victorious, winner”.
Father Prospero enclosed the
precious relic in an artistic reliquary, and
placed it inside the artificial body of a
martyr dressed as a Roman warrior. The
body was laid vertically in a wooden case
with beautiful glass panels.
The body and urn was carried on
a vehicle, making several stops on its way
to Craco, where they arrived in 1792.
Arriving at the friary, they were received
by the Minor Observant friars and local
clergy with great pomp and honor.
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The great devotion of the faithful
in the town and the surrounding villages
honored the glorious martyr and warrior
San Vincenzo, especially for the many
miracles performed in proof of human
suffering.
For this reason, the people and
clergy of Craco decided to elect San
Vincenzo, along with San Nicola of
Bari, co-patrons and protectors of the
town.
In 1798, the Very Rev. Fr.
Francescantonio of Craco, Minor
Observant a theologian, composed a
beautiful novena, full of fervor and
devotion, in honor of the glorious and
illustrious Martyr San Vincenzo.
The religious and civic feast was
set for the fourth Sunday in October to
coincide with a fair that took place there
at that time.
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PART THREE

NOVENA
TO SAN VINCENZO, MARTYR
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V. O God, come to my assistance.
R. O Lord, make haste to help me.

I
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo
of Craco, by the grace of God, you came
to know the one, true and loving God,
distinct from a multitude of perverse and
false gods. You resisted the temptation to
commit the terrible sin of idolatry; and
you chose to die rather than deny your
faith in the one, true and living God.
Through your intercession, obtain for us
the grace to know and love the same true
and living God and to enjoy His special
gift of eternal life. We make our prayer
through Jesus Christ who lives and reigns
with the Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. AMEN!

O St. Vincent, Martyr, listen to those
devoted to you; and present our requests
to the Lord.

(Say the Our Father, the Hail Mary and
the Glory Be nine times.)
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RESPONSE
O God, the fate of your soldier
arose as a crown and reward
of a martyr singing your praises,
removing every attachment to sin.
The world’s joys and its
allurements
are like spoiled food, filled with
gall
reaching to the sky.
Because of his love of you,
he conducted himself bravely,
shedding his blood
and gaining a great reward.
Now, O Most Holy One,
as suppliants, we beseech you,
in this martyr’s triumph,
to take away our stain of sin.
Praise and everlasting glory be to
the Father, to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen
V. San Vincenzo, Martyr, pray
for us.
R. That we may be made worthy
of the promises of Christ.
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LET US PRAY
Grant, we beseech Thee Almighty
God, that through the intercession of
blessed Vincenzo, Thy Martyr, we may be
delivered from all adversities, from all
temptations, and from all evil thoughts
which may hurt our minds. We make our
prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

II
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo, you
knew so well how to respond to divine
love and how to despise earthly things and
offer to God the sacrifice of your heartfelt
affection. Through your merits, obtain for
us the special grace to love God, so that
we may desire to love Him and to be
happy with Him forever in heaven. We
make our prayer through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Then as the first day.
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III
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo, who
was a great champion of Christianity,
intercede for us with the Father of
light, that we may come to know the
value of faith and the truth of the
Catholic Church. Through your merits,
obtain for us, that having become her
defenders, instead of making us dream
of perversion and rebellion, we will be
able to keep her pure and intact in our
heart, so that by our faith and actions,
we will be able to see the Greatest
Good face-to-face.
We make our
prayer through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Then as the first day.
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IV
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo, you
distinguished yourself with heroic
hope, and were invincible and fearless
unto death. Obtain for us from the
good Lord the special grace to be
strong and firm in hope, so that we may
be helped and protected here on earth,
and united with you eternally in
Paradise. We make our prayer through
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Then as the first day

V
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo, you
were so heavily invested with the
fervor of perfect charity towards God,
that while not caring about the
pleasures of this life, you desired to
become an accepting victim of God’s
will. Obtain for us the special grace to
be as you were, struck by so much love,
making us humble and contrite before
the divine throne of God.. We make
our prayer through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

53 A publication of The Craco Society

Then as the first day

VI
O glorious Martyr, San
Vincenzo, you were on fire with zeal
and an ardent exponent of Christian
charity and the target of the fiercest
persecution in order to defend the
honor, omnipotence and grandeur of
your God. We beg you to obtain for
us the special grace of being able to
convince unbelievers of the truth of
divine law and the vanity of human
inventions in order to enjoy eternal life
in heavenly. We make our prayer
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Then as the first day
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VII
O glorious Martyr, San
Vincenzo, despite the most brutal
tortures, you distinguished yourself
with wonderful heroic valor and
exhibited constant awe in the
presence of God. Obtain for us from
the good Lord a spirit of fearlessness
the same as yours that makes us—
strong not weak, fearless not fearful,
firm not fickle—so that we may enjoy
the same indescribable happiness
known to all those who fear God. We
make our prayer through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Then as the first day

VIII
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo,
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unwavering follower of Jesus
crucified, and bearer of torments, you
who are a living portrait of Christian
fortitude and patience, obtain for us
the grace of God to be strong and
patient in bearing the sufferings of this
world, to rise above the state of a
sinner, so that, illuminated by divine
grace, we may avoid scandal, become
good examples for others, and one
day, to be worthy of Paradise. We
make our prayer through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Then as the first day

IX
O glorious Martyr, San Vincenzo,
symbol of heroic loyalty, you
consecrated your life to Jesus Christ
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with an uninterrupted series of
miracles and sufferings. Obtain for
us from our loving God sufficient
light and grace to repent of our sins,
so that when the short course of this
mortal life ends, we will live in
heaven with you and enjoy eternal
happiness and goodness. We make
our prayer through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Then as the first day.

PRAISE BE TO GOD
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CENNI STORICI DI SAN VINCENZO
MATIRE E SUA DEVOZIONE A CRACO
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Photograph of the body of San Vincenzo that is venerated in Craco
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L. Rocco Rosano – Marco Lategana

HISTORY
OF
SAN VINCENZO MARTYR
AND
HIS DEVOTION TO CRACO

l.m.d. lucana - pisticcici
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Forward
Marco Letegana and I have been asked about the identity of
our San Vincenzo and we realized we were not able to
respond. We addressed the same question to the people of
Craco and noticed that no one knew how to respond.
To
learn something more we went to see all the saints named
Vincenzo that were at our disposal. After discarding
others, San Vincenzo Ferrero, San Vincenzo di Lerins, San
Vincenzo Diacono, San Vincenzo di Paoli, we were left with
some confusion over San Vincenzo deacon and martyr of the
local Church of Zaragoza, who died in 304 under Emperor
Diocletian, a saint famous for his testimony of faith and
considered the, “San Lorenzo of Spain.”
But we were faced with concerns: If he is a great Spanish
saint why was his body given to us? Why have we not seen
any devotees from Spain come here for a pilgrimage? Why is
there amour on him if he was a deacon at the service of the
poor and the needy?
These were addressed in a track of a devotional book1 on San
Vincenzo found in the parish library.
Figure of the Saint
Our book, a Roman Catholic encyclopedia says that Saint
Vincent was a soldier, being

1

Brief History of the Commune of Craco and San Vincenzo Martire, published in Pisticci, 1933.
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part of a Roman legion built by the Emperor Diocletian with
soldiers from the East: for this reason the legion was
called the Theban Legion. The emperor used these Egyptian
soldiers to reinforce the Roman army that was weakened in
the war against the barbarians defending the borders. The
Theban Legion consisted of legionnaires controlled by
Maurizio, the holy martyr who is venerated in Montalbano
Jonico. Geronimiano, a writer about the lives of martyrs
says that the legion was composed of 6,666 soldiers among
which stand out Maurizio, Esuperio, Candido, Vittore,
Innocenzo (Vincenzo)2, and Vitale.
The Martyrdom Occurred in 286
This was one of the last Roman persecutions because
Christianity was widespread in all social strata by this
time and had even reached the armies which were typically
pagan by constitution.
All the soldiers in the Theban
Legion were Christians. From historical information the
martyrdom happened as follows.
Emperor Diocletian sent
General Massimiano to Gaul to quell an insurrection of
peasants in Burgundy. Massimiano, waited with his army in
Agauno3 [now the Swiss town of Saint Maurice-en-Valais] in
Valais at the foot of Mount Grand San Bernardo for the
Theban Legion to join them and increase his army. While the
army was preparing for the first battle in that area,
General Massimiano commanded that the whole army had to
offer sacrifices to the gods to obtain their support in the
battle. Maurizio and his soldiers refused, saying

2 From the use of first name Innocent, it perhaps explains the spread of that name in Craco, as devotion of the patron saint.

3 Today we recognize him as Saint Maurice, from San Maurizio. On the location of his martyrdom is a beautiful basilica dedicated to
the martyrs

.
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Massimiano was abusing his power because as an army general
he could only give military orders not religious ones.
Seeing disobedience, Massimiano ordered that the Theban
Legion be decimated. The troops were lined up, in groups of
ten, and then one in each ten was killed. After the
decimation Massimiano renewed the order to sacrifice.
At
that, the remaining soldiers replied: “As soldiers we have
to obey you, as Christians we should serve and worship the
true God.
We confess to be followers of God the Father,
author of all things and his Son Jesus Christ. We have
witnessed the killing of our comrades and have not
complained, we are determined to follow their fate rather
than betray Christ, his Church, and his Law.”
Despite
this
courageous
response
the
Roman
general
persecuted the glorious legion until exterminated. San
Vincenzo the revered martyr of Craco also perished and the
name of Vincenzo was connected with the victory of the
Christian faith over persecution and death. Now the bones
of San Vincenzo residing in Craco expect to be resurrected
on the last day, when Jesus will be returning. Indeed
precisely because they expected the resurrection, Vincenzo
together with so many comrades gave his body to martyrdom.
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Devotion to San Vincenzo in Craco
If Montalbano Jonico has as protector in San Maurizio the
captain of the Theban Legion, it seems right that Craco
chose San Vincenzo Martyr as a protector, because he was
also part of that Legion. It was convenient how celestial
protectors of those neighboring towns were once companions
on earth.
The devotion of Craco to San Vincenzo began at the end of
the eighteenth century, and is first witnessed in 1769. On
February 6 of that year a relic of a saint named Severio
together with a small relic of San Vincenzo was sent to
Craco. These were sent by a Roman Cardinal Marco Antonio
Colonna, Vicar General of Pope Pius VI and Ordinary Court
of the Roman Curia.
The Papal bull that accompanied the
relic was addressed to “M. Rev. Francesco Antonio of Craco
Minor Observant.” Following that, Father Prospero of Craco,
Minor
Observant
of
St.
Francis,
obtained
from
the
Congregation of Holy Rights, the authorization to bring “a
great relic of a glorious martyr and warrior named Vincenzo
to his town and convent.”
The relic accompanied by a bull by Francesco Saverio
Passari, Archbishop of Larissa, assistant Papal and
domestic Prelate of the Pope, written on April 18, 1792;
attested to the authenticity of the relic. It mentions,
“sacred body with flask of blood of San Vincenzo martyr
exhumed at the cemetery of St. Ciriaca, ennobled by
vestments of gold and silver ... and placed in a purple
wooden casket decorated with gold and a crystal pane at the
front.”
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The Crachesi previously venerated the relics of the saint
as part of their devotions. The apostolic head of the
Convent of Minors Observant in Craco, Dr. Pasquale Arleo in
a letter to the Bishop of Tricarico Don Fortunato Pinto, a
native of Salerno, wrote:
“Following the supplications of a devotee we obtained
from the reigning Supreme Pontiff the glorious body of
San Vincenzo Martyr, and now at the expense of the
former, he is being transported from the capital of
the world, with the assistance of a regular priest
from this Convent; “in the area of Craco, to lie in
the church of the Convent for public veneration... The
population of the town exclaims the preference to put
the holy urn in the chapel of the Madonna della Stella
that is near the town, to have the Pontifical
Certification and Seals examined by whomever your
Illustrious Lordship deems worthy in order to then
carry that body in a holy procession, with secular,
regular priests and brothers of the congregation to
the mountain of the dead in the church of the above
mentioned
convent.
The
supplication
of
your
Illustrious Lordship is therefore requested to assign
to whomever the Clergy of this land deems worthy, and
this person shall also officiate the processional
transport of that holy body to a place of your
liking.”4 (4)
The bishop replied: “We designate the priests and the Cure
of the land of Craco, place of our Diocese to observe

4 Following the signing of Dr. Pasquale Arleo.
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the Pontifical Certification and Seals of the body of
Glorious San Vincenzo Martyr, that the City of Rome
transports to the above mentioned land to exhibit to all of
the population for veneration, and so given in Tricarico by
our bishop’s palace.
We have another letter dated May 9,17925 addressed by the
Apostolic Mayor Pasquale Arleo to the Bishop of Tricarico
where he certified that, “the urn of the glorious body of
San Vincenzo Martyr” arrived in the chapel of Santa Maria
della Stella . The apostolic mayor in the letter says: “The
Papal papers were recognized by the Cure Reverend Don
Giovanni Ferrante and Cantore Don Franco Lo Rubbio and
after the exacting study venerated and posed the holy body
which was then carried in procession to the church of the
Convent where there is a continuous flow of citizens and
foreigners6... who desire to know the designated feast day
to give due reverence and allegiance to the glorious Saint.
To comply with this common desire, a supplication is
required from His Illustrious Excellency to designate the
fourth Sunday of October every year for the celebration of
solemn festivities in honor of San Vincenzo this glorious
saint. The bishop accepted the request from the apostolic
mayor and designated the fourth Sunday of October for the
feast of San Vincenzo in Craco. Answering

5

Following the signing of the Bishop of Tricarico, Fortunato Pinto.
There also seems to be a certain jealousy of strangers: a legend says that Ferrandinesi tried to steal the
body of the saint overnight.
6
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the letter from the mayor on July 29, 1792 was the Vicar
General Carlo Parzilli.
We also have a copy of the notarized document by notary
Pasquale Terso of Montalbano7 which bears the date of June
21 which attests to the acceptance of the body of the Holy
Martyr and the indication that the Roman Bulls and Seals
are authentic. The notary’s deed says:”We the undersigned
lawyer and judge together Fra. Prospero and the Rev. Don
Giovanni Ferrante and Cantor Don Francesco conferred in
that chapel of Madonna della Stella outside the village,
have come together to comply with the request received in
the letter from the Illustrious Bishop of Tricarico to
observe and acknowledge the casket of the sacred body of
San Vincenzo Martyr, conceded by the Holy Apostolic See
through the devotion of Fra. Prospero and transported to us
for the public veneration by the faithful, and to be placed
in the Convent of the Observant Fathers of this land ... we
have come to this place not by force but by free will,
having first had the Guardian Father Don Prospero examine
the Authentication sent by Francesco Saverio Passari which
after reading it to us, acknowledged, in the same manner
that the Body of the venerable San Vincenzo was examined
and acknowledged, along with a

7

The notary was from Montalbano Jonico, perhaps because the country was devoted to San Maurizio,
another martyr of the Theban legion.
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flask with his blood and with the vessel within which
everything is placed, and five seals on it, with a small
red rope along the back and a glass front, … are consistent
with the above authentication: they declared and confessed
in our presence to have found the body in the coffer, with
the said seals, as described and detailed in the above
mentioned Authentication and noted all to be authentic
without deception or any trickery.
After having read and
acknowledged the above Authentication, they asked Father
Prospero to preserve it upon being witnessed by the Father
Cantor. All was sworn to me in the name of all that is
holy. Don Giovanni and the Cantor Don Francesco requested
that the above be documented in a public act.
When they were moving the body of San Vincenzo from Naples,
it was presented to Francesco Vincenzo Layezza, Bishop of
Marsi, who recognized the genuine body of a martyr with a
bull dated the 1st of June, three days before they came to
Craco. Later, on September 8 a letter arrived in Tricarico
with the permission of the Pope to celebrate the feast of
San Vincenzo Martire on the fourth Sunday of October. The
permit was signed by Cardinal Giovanni Archinto, Apostolic
Secretary of the Congregation of Sacred Apostolic Rites, as
indicated on the affixed stamp.
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Positioning the statue in the Church of the Convent
Attached to the Convent there was, on the left a large
alcove built in 1777 dedicated to Our Lady of the
Annunciation. At the center of the alcove there was a
painting of the Madonna to whom the chapel was dedicated.
On April 4, 1793 the Apostolic Mayor of the venerable
Convent of Minors Observant, Dr. Pasquale Arleo, in the
presence of witnesses Nicolantonio Viggiano, Valeriano
Ferrante, Antonio Quaranta, concluded a contract with Don
Carlantonio Nigro, the benefactor of the chapel of the Holy
Annunciation the following: “Don Carlantonio allows the
said Arleo to demolish the altar of that alcove and the
inside wall and entrance in alcove behind the chapel so as
to build up three altars, one for the glorious martyr San
Vincenzo in the middle, and on the other two sides would be
for Our Lady of the Annunciation on the right and the left
hand side for the other holy saint, and all the
expenditures should be borne by the Apostolic Mayor except
that Don Carlantonio must maintain the altar of the Blessed
Virgin and the necessary furnishings for two years.”
That alcove stood until 1933, and later
landslide destroyed a portion of the convent.

fell

when

a

Fr. Leonardo Rocco Rosano
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San Nicola Bishop Parish
CRACO, Matera

by the Parish of San Nicola Bishop for information about the figure of
San Vincenzo, the patron of Craco.
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Image of the statue of SAN VINCENZO MARTYR
that is venerated in Craco and is celebrated on the 4th Sunday in
October
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SAN VINCENZO: un martire a Craco
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Hummingbird Association
SAN VINCENZO: a martyr in Craco
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“It is neither torments nor death, but the
cause and intention, that makes a martyr. If I
should deliver my body to be burned and my
sacrifice is not in the name of the faith and
the Church of Christ, there is no martyrdom”
Saint Augustine

89 A publication of The Craco Society

San Vincenzo Martire And the Crachesi in Two Worlds

PAGE 2 English
INTRODUCTION
The twentieth century, of all the other eras in the
history of the Church, can be qualified as the century
of martyrs, so great was the number of Christians of
every condition who suffered for the Christian faith,
and met death. How can we not think of the great
multitude of people beatified and canonized during the
pontificacy of Pope John Paul II.
Each local church has its martyrs. Even our church has
a martyr, San Vincenzo. Crachesi placed significant
devotion to this holy figure over the years. The
history of our small town at some point intertwined,
apparently at random, with the saint. We like to think
that the valiant San Vincenzo chose the land of Craco
to be the home of his blessed remains and that Craco
accepted this precious gift with pride and gratitude.
The union of these two wishes has made the ideal of
martyrdom like yeast fermenting the faith of this
small community.
Moreover, Sacrifice has become the
underlying theme of the history of Craco, tied
directly to the Frana and the suffering that ensued.
The presence of San Vincenzo has allowed us to react
to
the
difficult
conditions
with
courage
and
steadfastness.
These pages speak of martyrdom and sacrifice, paying
devotion to this special soldier, who came from afar
to show us the way to Christ: the gift of himself
until death. But before we retrace the steps of this
story, it is worth asking a fundamental question: What
is a "martyr"? or rather who is the Christian martyr?
Responding to these questions is the first step to
understanding the greatness of San Vincenzo and those
like him who have chosen to love Jesus completely. The
term martyr comes from the Greek and indicates a
witness.
Indeed
in
the
New
Testament,
and
in
particular in the book of Acts of the Apostles
indicated those who were witnesses of certain facts,
especially the
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Resurrection of Jesus. They were witnesses of Jesus
that proclaimed the Gospel, but were still faithful to
him even with the shedding of their blood. The martyr
then in fact is anyone who, in the name of their faith
or its ideals, accepts the sacrifice of himself until
death. And martyrs can suffer, with patient attitude,
the continuity of a situation or a painful punishment
of exceptional severity. Finally, a martyr for the
Church can be those who have given to Christ the
supreme witness of faith and love: the testimony of
blood.
Domenica Mormando
Palmina Vignola
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SHORT NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF SAN VINCENZO
Who was San Vincenzo?
The
biographical
sources
available
are
limited
and
fragmented. According to the Roman Catholic encyclopedia,
San Vincenzo was a soldier belonging to a particular Roman
legion, called Theban brought from the East by Emperor
Diocletian to increase his army in the fight against the
barbarians.
The year was 286.
The General Massimiliano,
ordered his soldier to offer sacrifices to several of the
pagan gods so that they could guide them to victory.
At that point the new legion of soldiers from Thebes
refused and accused General Massimiliano of an abuse of
power saying he, in fact, could give military orders but
not religious ones! The faith of the people of the Theban
Legion (led by Maurizio, who is San Maurizio of Montalbano
Jonico) remained steadfast in Christ!
For their insubordination, General Massimiliano decided to
sacrifice those same soldiers to his gods. He killed one in
every ten. Among the dead was Vincenzo, whose name
[Innocenzo] indicates the strength of Christian faith,
victorious over persecution and death.
ARRIVAL OF THE SAINT IN CRACO
A first small relic of San Vincenzo was sent to Craco in
1769. In the column transporting it was Cardinal Marco
Antonio, the Vicar General of Pope Pius VI, attaching to it
a bull addressed to the Rev. Francis Antonio of Craco,
Minor Observant".
Later, Father Prospero from Craco (Minor Observant of St.
Francis) got permission to bring to Craco a "great relic of
a saint soldier named Vincenzo (1792). The relic (exhumed
from the cemetery of Santa Ciriaca) was accompanied by a
bull from Archbishop Francesco Saviero Passari, domestic
prelate of the Pope, in which it confirmed the authenticity
of the saint. The Crachesi population immediately realized
the need to venerate the saint.

95 A publication of The Craco Society

San Vincenzo Martire And the Crachesi in Two Worlds

PAGE 5 English
The Apostolic Mayor of the Convent of Observant Minors in
Craco, Dr. Pasquale Arleo, who received San Vincenzo,
declared that he be placed in a chapel at the shrine of the
Madonna della Stella. He wrote to the bishop of Tricarico
of these provisions, and requested a committee of external
priests to witness the "papal seals" to give this the final
authenticity. He also requested for the town to celebrate
the feasts of the saint on the fourth Sunday of the month
of October.
In 1793, under the direction of Pasquale Arleo and Don
Carlantonio Nigro, the relics of the Saint (and an upright
statue of the Saint) were placed in the chapel of Our Lady
of the Annunciation, built on the left side of the
Franciscan convent.
Despite the devotion of Crachesi for San Vincenzo, he was
never given his own church. The Convent dedicated to St.
Peter served as his home although the overwhelming majority
of the population still calls it "the Convent of San
Vincenzo."
Currently, due to restoration of the Convent, the body of
the San Vincenzo is in the small church (created from a
former elementary school) in the Sant'Angelo section of
Craco.
THE FESTIVAL IN THE PAST
The feast celebrating San Vincenzo began nine days before
the fourth Sunday in October with the recitation of solemn
afternoon novenas. On one of those evenings a small
procession took place with the statue starting from the
Convent and moving around the "Cross", located at the
entrance to the town. On Friday evening, after the novena,
the statue of the saint was brought into the Chiesa Madre
[San Nicola] located in the heart of the old town. On
Saturday evening, before the novena, the statue was carried
in procession to the Convent. All celebrations culminated
on Sunday with the Mass at the monastery and the procession
that crossed the entire town. In the evening, in front of
the Palace Rigirone there were bright fireworks.
CONFRATERNITY OF SAN VINCENZO
Until the early decades of the 1900’s a confraternity of
San Vincenzo, which contained his most devout worshippers,
existed in Craco. Those belonging
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to the confraternity were characterized by wearing a white
tunic with a turquoise color cape and belt. This group took
part in the Mass, processions and, upon request also at
funerals.
THE FAIR
The feast in honor of San Vincenzo was always preceded on
the Saturday before by a fair, a proud tradition carried
out since the end of the 1700’s until today. The fair,
traditionally
known
by
all
the
nearby
people
and
neighboring towns brought many people from Salandra,
Fernandina, Montalbano and Pisticci. It branched from the
entrance of Craco to the other end of the town (at the
drinking trough). It was held at the time of the year when
workers of the earth were engaged in preparing land for
planting or harvesting olives. But on that day all work was
left so the people could make major purchases. The fair
sold animals of all types as well as foodstuffs: dried
beans, “winter” apples, and dried peppers that would be
used to season salami. In short, people waited for this
occasion to purchase provisions for the long winter that
awaited the rural population.
Of course, today, this event for many reasons no longer has
the charm of ancient times, now it is experienced only in
the stories of the "elderly".
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CHANTS AND PRAYERS
IN DEVOTION OF SAN VINCENZO MARTYR
This song was created by the priest Don Carlo Romano when
he was a young seminarian.
HYMN TO SAN VINCENZO MARYTR
A beautiful song of joy and love
In unison we sing to our Patron,
You are the ineffable and good duke
Who guides us to the path of heaven.
Chorus: Hail hail blessed Vincenzo,
Hail our special patron,
Up around your shining throne
Let us all come with you (Repeat)
And now in Heaven you live blessed advocate
Your fervent teams from Craco
Jubilantly invite you Father
Reverently we prostrate ourselves to you.

PRAYER TO SAN VINCENZO MARTYR
O strong and glorious San Vincenzo, our distinguished
Patron, who had the honor of giving his life for your loyal
testimony.
Jesus Christ, turn your loving gaze on us for that wise
design of Providence, we are, the unworthily, fortunate
guardians of your relics.
Teach us our generous Martyr, tenacity of goodness of which
you serve as a model, having persevered in good intentions
even when you were violently torn from the quiet life of
our family.
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Communicate with our souls a little of the great love
you showed evidence of in the time of your life.
Pray to the Lord Jesus because the generosity in your
of the Cross, may ignite our hearts forever more.
Present to Jesus, sweet friend of our souls and crown
martyrdom our earnest desire to support courageously,
you, every suffering of our life. Amen.

HYMN TO GLORIOUS SAN VINCENZO MARTYR
Innocenzo was your name
Victorious is your hand
Valiant knight
Of your beloved friends.
You come from the East
With hope in your heart
The desire to meet,
Those whom the world had wrought.
And in the heart you brought
The words of the One who one day
For our love alone
Stretched his arms on the cross.
And on the battle field,
Prayer on the lips,
The comfort of friends,
Made the encounter so vivid.
Massimiano asked you then
To worship his gods,
You strongly protested:
"My only joy is in the Lord."

which
love
of
like
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Your heart imposed you
To worship only Christ,
Whom you met that day,
And have since loved.
While the
Your face
Your body
Your soul

Executioner killed you,
was resplendent,
is here on earth,
is next to the Father.

Watch over us the people of God,
So narrow and unfaithful,
Our silent friend,
You are a model of faith for us.
May our weakness
Be comforted by your help,
Be close in difficulties,
Be thou our companion in sadness.
Be thou our intercessor,
Be thou our protector,
Do not despise,
The song of he who calls you today.
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TECHNICAL DETAILS
PROVINCE AND COMMUNE:
PLACE OF POSITION

Matera – Craco
Church of San Rocco

SUBJECT:
TIME:

Statue of San Vincenzo
XIX-XX

AUTHOR:

unknown Southern craftsman

MATTERS:

Bones of the saint; wax; satin,
pearls, precious stones

MEASURES

70X155X60

STATE OF CONDITION

Excellent

LEGAL REQUIREMENT

Pertinent to Church

DISCRIPTION

The alleged bones of the saint,
covered with a thin layer of
wax and gauze, are made in
reposing figure with the left
hand holding the martyr palm,
and the right hand resting on
the sword lying beside him,
next to his head is a golden
cup and at his feet is a plumed
helmet; the face is made of
wax, the silk clothing is
decorated with pearls and
semiprecious stones. All is
enclosed in a wooden shrine
with a side of glass.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

This icon is typical and is
closely linked to popular
events of devotion.

Source: Ministry for culture and environmental affairs - Matera
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PROVINCE AND COMMUNE

MT – CRACO

LOCATION

Church of St. Rocco

SUBJECT

Statue of San Vincenzo

TIME FRAME

First quarter of 20th century

AUTHOR

Giovanni Marino active in
Tebisacce

MATERIAL

Papermache

MEASUREMENT

138X60X48

STATE OF CONSERVATION

Excellent

LEGAL STATUS

Owned by the church

DESCRIPTION

The saint wearing a yellow shirt
has a silver mesh bodice with a
red cloak, holding in his left
hand the palm of martyrdom and in
the right hand a sword. At his
feet is a plumed helmet.

MARKINGS

On the front of the base of the
statue reads: restored in 1959 by
the devotion of Salvatore Matera
son of the late Vincenzo; on the
left side: Comm. Giovanni Marino
SCULPTOR (COSENZA) TREBISACCE

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

On the base of the statue is the
name of sculptor Giovanni Marino,
active in Trebisacce (Cosenza);
not clear however whether he is
the original author of the work
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or artist doing the restoration
commissioned in 1959 by
Salvatore Matera.

Source: Ministry for cultural and environmental affairs - Matera

Detail of gold chalice containing the blood of San Vincenzo
Detail of the sword
Old sketch of San Vincenzo
Statue of San Vincenzo
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Photograph of Convent that for many years housed the body
of San Vincenzo
Photograph of the church where the body of San Vincenzo
lays today
CURIOSITY
We wondered: "How many people of Craco received the name
Vincenzo or Innocenzo as a sign of devotion to their patron
saint? The data emerged from a research carried out at the
Registry Office of the commune of Craco brought us a
surprising result: from 1850 to 2005 there were 527 people
who were given this name.
This was yet another proof of the deep bond that unites our
community to the venerable San Vincenzo.
It should be noted that in the past in Craco Vecchio, there
was a recreational circle bearing the name "San Vincenzo";
also the recently formed Pro Loco group bears the name "San
Vincenzo."
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Part II
San Vincenzo and the Crachesi in New York
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Into A New World
A starting point in the story of San Vincenzo Martire and the story of the Crachesi
in New York is with the statue that was given to The Craco Society on August 16, 2008.

Left to right: Vincent Niceforo, Camille Colabella Niceforo and Joseph D. Rinaldi, president of The Craco
Society receiving the gift of the San Vincenzo statue.
Photo courtesy of Joseph A. Rinaldi

The statue was owned by Francesco Paolo Colabella who emigrated from Craco
in 1911 when he was 17 years old. While developing his new life in New York he also
sought to maintain connections with his roots and community as did so many others who
came to America.
About 30 years before Francesco Colabella arrived in New York City immigrants
from Southern and Eastern Europe began populating the Lower East Side of Manhattan.
Although most of the early arrivals from Italy to America were from the north Crachesi
immigrants started reaching the New York Harbor in the early 1880’s.
In 1881 Craco had 2,015 inhabitants, almost all of whom lived in the center of
town which had numerous stairways and steps, a great number of little houses made of
reeds (canes) and sheets of corrugated iron or tin (sometimes with a stall or chicken coop
attached). There were also a few villas all grouped together on the hill dominated by the
Norman tower that is the town’s landmark feature. Conditions were challenging with
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especially high death rates among infants creating the circumstances that would cause a
great emigration from Southern Italy over the next 40 years.8
From 1880 to 1900, over 300 Crachesi left the town for a better life elsewhere.
The first to arrive in New York from Craco was Antonio Viggiano, who although he was
a member of the town council, was unable to find secure work there.9 He was followed
by a small but steady stream through the next decades.
A very small enclave of Crachesi immigrants settled in Jersey City, NJ with the
vast majority from the town inhabiting the Manhattan, New York area then known as the
Five Corners, a neighborhood with an infamous history. The first Crachesi coming to
America brought with them skills such as barbers or tailors allowing them to gain a
foothold in their new country, while those who were laborers found work in a city
needing their efforts. Many probably had no intention of staying but over time as their
situation improved their thinking changed.
The conditions in Lower Manhattan during this period were barely better than at
home in Italy. The Mulberry Bend and Five Corners area was an infamous slum area that
was heavily populated by Irish immigrants when they began arriving in the mid-1800s
escaping their calamities. By 1885 the terrible conditions in the area were so much of a
concern that slum clearance efforts razed the Five Points. However by eliminating the
tenement buildings in this area the masses simply moved to nearby tenements in the
adjacent area that became known as Little Italy.
In Jacob Riis’ How the Other Half Lives several of his observations help us
understand the challenges immigrants faced. Riis pointed out that they arrived at the
bottom of the social strata and were prey of “middle-men.” Lacking both the English
language and reading skills they relied on the “padrone” for access to work and lodgings.
Riis identified a trait of Italian immigrants and by association a characteristic of the
Crachesi, that besides the odds stacked against them, they were able to succeed in this
environment by, “…applying the maxim that it is not what one makes but what one saves
that makes him rich, manages to turn the very dirt of the streets into a hoard of gold, with
which he either returns to his Southern home, or brings over his family to join in his
works and fortunes…”10

D’Angella, Dino, Note Storiche del Comune di Craco, The Craco Society, 2009, pg. 85.
D’Angella, Dino, Note Storiche del Comune di Craco, The Craco Society, 2009, pg. 93-94.
10
Riis, Jacob, How the Other Half Lives, Dover Publications, New York, 1971, pg. 44.
8
9
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It was this concept the Crachesi had lived by in Craco and applied to life in
America. Riis points out that, “…there is money to be made in New York’s ash-barrel,
but it was left to the genius of the padrone to develop the full resources of the mine that
was to become the exclusive preserve of the Italian immigrant.”11 Prior to the 1880 the
City of New York hired gangs of men to trim ash scows before they were taken to sea for
off-loading. Besides being paid a dollar and a half for the day they could keep whatever
they found. This yielded bones, rags, tin cans, and other waste in the ashes that provided
them an additional source of income. A generation later the Crachesi had applied this to
the rag and waste paper recycling industry in New York and dominated it into the late
20th century.
As Irish immigrants in the Five Corners were displaced by new immigrants it
became apparent there was a need for religious institutions to support Italian residents
and their preferences. Although Roman Catholic, just as the earlier Irish inhabitants
were, Italians noted major differences in the way the religion was practiced by the
churches in the area.
With churches staffed by Irish clergy the new Italians immigrants found
communication with them difficult and considered the Irish version of Catholicism rigid,
hierarchical, cold, and remote. Conversely, the Irish clerics considered the new Italian
immigrants a problem for “their” church. Adding to this divide was a considerable
anticlericalism among Italian men stemming from roots in the old country.12
Other religious differences were visible in the Italian immigrants’ accentuated
role of the Madonna and also the appeal by individual worshipers to saints as intercessors
for them to God. Every town in Italy had a patron saint that was not only unique to their
village but was an integral part of their regular life. The patron saint held a deep personal
relationship with each individual in the town as the saint was privy to their private
prayers and received incantations of their heartfelt requests and secrets. Any time, in one
way or another, when the saint responded to the villagers’ wishes the relationship became
more important to individuals’ lives. In the chaotic new world metropolis that Italians
encountered when they entered New York City the patron saint and activities associated
with their veneration were a key to maintaining some sense of stability. With this
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Riis, Jacob, How the Other Half Lives, Dover Publications, New York, 1971, pg. 44.
Passage to Liberty, The Story of Italian Immigration and the Rebirth of America, Ciongoli, A. Kenneth
and Jay Parini, Regan Books, New York, 2002, page 19.
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background it is understandable why the celebration of the feast days of various Italian
saints became regularly events in the streets of Lower Manhattan during this era.
It is natural that immigrants seek to maintain old traditions and a cultural identity
they are comfortable with while adapting to a new home. But it is also part of the
assimilation process as old traditions get modified and changed to reflect values and
experiences of their new home. This adaptation created the differences in ItalianAmerican culture and that of Italy.
As the stream of Italians coming to Manhattan increased the Missionary Fathers
of St. Charles Borromeo, an order popularly known as the Scalabrini Fathers, was
dispatched to America by Pope Leo XIII to assist the struggling immigrants. The
Scalabrini Fathers opened their first mission in New York in 1887 and within a year
established their first church there.
The Church of San Gioacchino (St. Joachim) was opened in 1888 at 28 Roosevelt
Street on the site of a former Protestant church.13 It was located in a neighborhood known
as Knickerbocker Village, an area heavily populated by Crachesi. The church was named
in honor of Pope Leo XIII who approved the founding of the Scalabrini order, based on
his baptismal name Gioacchino Pecci.14 With a seating capacity for 800 and a
congregation of 18,000 St. Joachim’s held numerous Masses.15 It served as a center for
social life including child care and educational assistance services for the families in the
parish as part of their mission to assist Italian immigrants. It was the first assignment of
the sainted Mother Frances X. Cabrini when she landed in America.16
Italian immigrants brought with them a family-centered peasant culture and held
fiercely to local identifications, or campanilismo. They typically viewed themselves as
residents of particular villages or regions, not as "Italians." The organizational and
residential life of early US communities reflected these facts, as people limited their
associations largely to kin and paesani fellow villagers. The proliferation of narrowly
based mutual aid societies and feste (feast days) honoring local patron saints were
manifestations of these tendencies. Gradually, as more Italian immigrants arrived they
Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, page 2, Center For Migration Studies, 209
Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
14
Humilitas, Golden Jubilee Church of St. Joachim, New York, NY, pg. 42.
15
The Catholic Church in the United States of America, The Catholic Editing Company, New York, 1914,
pg. 337, digitized version of April 10, 2008.
16
Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, page 2, Center For Migration Studies, 209
Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
13
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increasingly interacted with fellow immigrants; campanilismo gave way to a more
national identity and affinity with others from the native land..17
One of the things St. Joachim’s did to assist Italian immigrants was housing
statues of patron saints from the many different home towns from those inhabiting the
neighborhood. This gave the Italian émigrés comfort by providing access to the
venerated images from home as they struggled to assimilate. By putting all of their
different saints together in the churches, group solidarity emerged allowing the Italians to
transcend their long held village loyalties and
move through the process of integration into
American society more easily than if left on
their own.18
With its focus on Italian immigrants
the Church of St. Joachim would become a
center to support them. Besides providing
services and programs to aid the immigrants
the church formed and supported many
religious societies. It was with St. Joachim’s
Church that the Crachesi would form a bond
in the New World that would last for half a
century.

St. Joachim’s Church c. 1907
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Tomasi, Silvio M., Center For Migration Studies, New York, 1975 pg. 103.
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The Crachesi Come to New York
From 1892 until the turn of the century, only 346 Crachesi were documented
passing through Ellis Island and entering New York19 adding to the few others who
arrived in the US from 1880 to 1891 before records required immigrants to report their
town of origin.20 By 1899, there were over 400 individuals living in the Greater New
York City area with a connection to Craco. This represented about one-quarter of the
Italian town’s population, yet was miniscule in relation to all the other Italian immigrants.
When individuals or families left Craco and joined relatives or friends in New
York they lived together in close proximity. Although they were in a large city it may
have seemed a bit like they were in their old town with everyone crowded together. But
New York was so different.
Unlike Craco, their agrarian skills were almost useless. They were able to find
work as laborers or if they possessed a trade there was ample opportunity in the
community to apply their skills. The earliest Crachesi came to America with established
skills as tailors, barbers, and shoe makers and were able to serve the growing Italian
community in Lower Manhattan. Those without skills found work as laborers in the
construction trades or in the waste paper and rag trades.

Mulberry Street c. 1900

19
20

Craco Italy Passengers Entering Ellis Island, NY, The Craco Society, unpublished, 2007.
Note Storiche sul Comune di Craco, D’Angella, Dino, I.M.D. Lucania, Pisticci, reprint 1986, pg. 112.
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By 1900 New York City had changed dramatically with over 200,000 Italians
who were beleaguered by illiteracy and a lack of technical and professional jobs. New
immigrants continued to find work mostly as laborers, pushcart men, sanitation workers,
and other unskilled jobs not requiring education or the English language. However, those
who had come to America earlier had made gains establishing 10,000 botteghe (shops),
2,750 barber shops, 250 butcher shops, 1,300 delicatessens, 2,300 shoe repair shops and
200 banking and industrial companies under Italian ownership dotting the City. Added to
this were 200 incipient labor unions, Italian fraternal organizations, and mutual aid
societies.21 Among them was one formed by those who came from Craco.

21

Piety and Power, The Role of the Italian Parishes in the New York Metropolitan Area, 188-1930,
Tomasi, Silvio M., Center For Migration Studies, New York, 1975 pgs. 26-27.
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Coming Together for San Vincenzo
The first documented activity on the part of the small band of Crachesi “paesani”
that immigrated to New York City was to create a mutual aid society. On Wednesday
October 26, 1899, the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco was incorporated in the
State of New York.22 The next day on Thursday October 27, 1899 at 11:44am another
copy of the certificate of incorporation was filed with the City of New York.23
When the documents were filed with the Commissioner
of Corporations, Raymond Guarini, the Notary handling the
procedure ran into a complication. The Italian name and the
word “meaning” following it were crossed off the document
but the English words, “Society Saint Vincent Martyr” of
Craco was left and the initials “R.G.” were added to signify
this change was made by him. This small change, for
whatever reasons, actually made the English name the correct
corporate title of the organization but that name was never
used.
A group of Crachesi men met with Raymond Guarini
on Monday October 16th to fill out and sign the corporate
documents. Raymond Guarini was operating as a broker but
also had interests in two pharmacies with his brother Alphonso
and another partner Gaetano Colonnello. Guarini, who was
Italian born, would later become a banker and assist the
Crachesi in that role too. At this time he lived at 21 New
Bowery Street and was a Notary Public, able to speak both the
English and Italian languages. He possessed the where-withall to handle the necessary details for the men in filing the paperwork.24
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Book 47, page 117, Certificate of Incorporation.
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1899 Corporate Charter Number 945, County Clerk, New York County.
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1900 US Federal Census, New York State, New York County, Manhattan, Enumeration District 29, sheet
1. 1920 US Federal Census, New York State, Kings County, Brooklyn Assembly District 2, Enumeration
District 116, sheet 12.
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Using a preprinted corporate charter form Guarini filled in the details for the
Crachesi men defining the organization as being formed for charitable purposes; giving
the intention as:
Mutual aid, voluntary protection for the members and to practice benevolence
and charity towards all who are in need and deserve assistance.
The charter named five of the seven men as Directors to serve until the annual
meeting which would occur on the first Monday of December. The Directors and their
addresses were listed as:
1. Vincenzo Camperlenco (sic), 338 Water St.
2. Gaetano Cantasano, 38 Baxter St.
3. Pasquale Marrese, 53 Spring St.
4. Nicola Torraca, 163 Leonan (sic) St.
5. Charles C. De Cesar (sic), 40 Baxter St.
The other two individuals who signed the document as charterers were:
• Joseph Rinaldi
• Antonio DeSisto
The day they met, Monday October 16, 1899 was the week before the 4th Sunday in
October, the feast day of San Vincenzo. Perhaps they hoped to be able to have the
organization completely incorporated by the feast day but it was not to be.
The background of the incorporators reflected the changes the Crachesi experienced
since coming to America. “Vincenzo Camperlenco” was Nicola Vincenzo Camperlengo
born in Craco in 1865 and had been in the US long enough to be naturalized by 1896.
Gaetano Cantasano born in 1864 was a “rag merchant” and among the earliest to leave
the town arriving in the US in 1880. Pasquale Maresse, who ran a tailor shop at 53
Spring Street, but had moved his residence from 221 Mulberry St. to Jersey City, NJ and
was the oldest of the group; born in Craco in 1848 he immigrated in 1885.
Nicola
Torraca born in 1869 arrived from Craco in 1890 and was a shoemaker who lived on
Leonard Street. Charles DeCesare born in Craco in 1872 and immigrated in 1881 he had
spent most of his life in New York. Joseph Rinaldi was the youngest of the group, born
in Craco in 1877. He immigrated to the US in 1890 and was trained as a barber; he
obtained his US citizenship in August 1899 just two months before signing the document.
He would go on to become the president of the Società after WWI. Antonio DiSisto is
the only signer that is unknown.
Their efforts to organize the Crachesi were rewarded when they received their
certificate of incorporation.
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New York State Certificate of Incorporation25

The organization’s activity picked up the next year. One of the corporate
charterers, Vincenzo Camperlengo filed a copyright request with the Library of Congress
for a woodcut of San Vincenzo Martire. He submitted two copies of the woodcut on
November 12, 1900 along with the
necessary filing documents. The material
that was submitted and protected under the
copyright was not retained by the Library of
Congress26 although the record of the filing
and copy right number are recorded in the
public record.27
25

Gift to The Craco Society by Mrs. Rita Gallo.
26 Email correspondence from LOC Print and Photographs Division of Nov.15, 2011 in possession of
Frederick Spero.
27
Catalogue of Title Entries of Books and Other Articles, The Library of Congress, Copyright Office,
Engravings, Cuts, And Prints, Vol. 26, First Quarter 1901, pg. 139.
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The woodcut he submitted must have been an image of San Vincenzo that came
from Craco with the early immigrants as
an image of their venerated saints.
Camperlengo was probably filing the
copyright on behalf of the Società to
protect any rights they might want to claim
for the image. The copyright would last
for many years.
During that same year the banner
of the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di
Craco appeared displaying the date 1900.
The elaborate and beautifully embroidered
crest suggests that it was created in the
tailoring shop of Pasquale Marrese one of
the society’s founders. Banners are used
by societies and groups in processions or
events and this must have been used during
the first year after being founded. The next
year the society would take a significant
step in expanding activities.28

28

The banner is 52 inches high with a 2 inch fringe on both sides and is 70 inches wide with a 2 inch fringe
on one side. The white and red fabric is silk and rayon, with a cotton interlining, the green is pure silk. In
March 2105 the banner underwent professional conservation cleaning and flattening the banner, repairing a
5 inch tear, and stabilizing the red silk on the rear medallion. The banner was then packed in a 30 inch wide
archival box with the front medallion showing. A Mylar sheet was placed over the banner so the box lid
can be removed for viewing while still maintaining protection.

131 A publication of The Craco Society

Ornately embroidered crests on the banner. The image on the left is the front of the banner displaying
symbolic images associated with San Vincenzo; a blue field (the color of his tunic) on which is embroidered
a goblet with the Greek symbols Chi and Rho, a monogram for Christ, sword and palm sheaf representative
of San Vincenzo’s martyrdom are crossed behind the goblet and the letters S, V, M are around it
representing the initials for him; at the bottom of this crest is the stemma of Craco, a forearm and hand
holding three sheaves of wheat. The image at the right is on the reverse side of the banner and is the
Lesser Coat of Arms of the House of Savoy, the rulers of Italy in 1900; the crown above the shield is
embroidered with metallic thread, the red shield, made of silk with a brown paper underlining, and bBelow
the crest is an Annunciation scene in a small image
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San Vincenzo Finds a Home
The Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco formalized a relationship with St.
Joachim’s Church on June 10, 1901 when Fr. Alussi the pastor, signed a contract with
them accepting the consignment of a statue and an “urna” of San Vincenzo to the
church.29 The contract, which was written in Italian, gives no information about the
statue’s origin but provides us with a reference to the holy relic of San Vincenzo and also
an understanding of how the feast celebration was organized in New York. After the
opening preamble between the parties there were 15 short clauses to the contract, which
translate as follows:
1. The statue with “urna” will remain property of the above mentioned Society.
2. The Society is not permitted to remove from the Church of St. Joachim's the statue
and “urna,” except in the case where the Società is legitimately authorized to build a
Church or a Chapel in honor of the said Saint.
3. The Society, at its own expense, will place the statue of San Vincenzo on the right of
the Church under the arch, where the statue of St. Anthony of Padua is currently
located.
4. The Society will build, at its own expense, an altar for the statue of San Vincenzo
according to a design approved by Father Oreste Alussi.
5. The Society, at its own expense and convenience will put the statue of St. Anthony in
the Baptistery at a place designated by Father Oreste Alussi.
6. The Society undertakes to give the Church annually, on the feast day of San
Vincenzo Martire, the sum of $ 125.0030
7. Fr. O. Alussi, or someone on his behalf, is obliged to celebrate an annual Novena
with organ music in honor of Saint Vincent M. prior to the fourth Saturday of
October.
8. On the day of the feast that is on the fourth Saturday in October, the Rev. of the
Patron’s Church will celebrate a solemn Mass with choir and organ, first and second
Vespers, Panegirico31, and Benediction.
9. All the income from the candles that will be offered on the Holy occasion of the feast,
and in other circumstances will belong to the church.
10. Similarly, the collections in the church will belong to the church.
Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series G: Box 5 Folder 130,
Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
30
In 2020 dollars this would be equivalent to $3,800 in buying power.
31
Translator’s note: from the ancient Greeks, a speech delivered at a gathering, from the Romans a
celebratory speech, in this case, a speech in honor of San Vincenzo.
29
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11. The offerings that will be given by the faithful at the Mass celebrated in honor of the
saint will be collected directly by the Rector of the Church or other person
designated by the Rector.
12. Gifts and precious objects of the faithful given to the saint will be held by the church.
13. The Rector of the Church has the sole and exclusive right to order and adjust the
feast within the Church and outside the first door of the Church.
14. It prohibited for the Society or and any other vendors to sell any items in the Church
or at the doors of the Church.
15. Both parties are bound to satisfy the covenants and conditions under penalty of
compensation for damages.

The contract was signed by Gustavo Colonnello, the legal representative of the
Società. Gustavo Colonnello was the druggist partner of Raymond Guarini, the Notary
Public who filed the corporate charter in 1899 and Guarini notarized this contract too.
The Crachesi now had a home for a statue of their precious patron saint in America.
The contract reveals a good deal about the preparation and planning the Società
did to establish San Vincenzo here. Certainly the terms of the contract were developed in
conjunction with the clergy at St. Joachim’s but to fulfill it they also relied on the
cooperation of the clergy in Craco. This multination effort would have taken time for
communication and to bring things and resources together before the contract was
executed. This explains what was occurring during the prior year.
The first two clauses of the contract use the term “urna” which has an ancient
Italian meaning referring to a container that holds the remains of a saint, an item referred
to as a “reliquary” in modern usage. The inclusion of this in the agreement most
certainly refers to the bone relic of San Vincenzo that was sent to Craco in 1769. So
before the signing of the contract, arrangements must have been made to bring the “urna”
from Craco to New York to be part of the display at St. Joachim’s. There is no
information about how the relic was transported from Italy but there was regular travel
back and forth between Craco and New York. With this interaction the sacred relic could
easily be hand carried from Craco by a trusted individual to the Crachesi “paesani” in
America as they established another location to venerate San Vincenzo.
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The novena referenced in clause seven of the contract was also brought from
Craco in the form of a hand written copy of the original dated October 27, 1900.32 The
inscription on it suggests it was specially copied for use in the New World:
“A true copy from the original which is found in Craco in the care of Acolyte
Andrea Mastronardi, that it may be used in those countries and among new
people so it will honor such a portentous miracle worker.” 33

Page from the handwritten Novena brought from Craco

Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series G: Box 4 Folder 111,
Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
33
Andrea Mastronardi was serving the parish in Craco as a priest under Monsignor Nicola Nardandrea
(1858-1905) and would become the head of the parish serving in that role from 1907-1959.
32
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A Crachese, who was a naturalized US citizen, traveled back to Craco from New
York in 1901 to obtain both the novena copy and the relic. His citizenship would allow
him to reenter the US easily with the treasured items without going through the
immigration screening process.34
The statue the Società installed at St. Joachim’s Church representing of the body
of San Vincenzo was the remaining item needed to
fulfill the contract.
Pasquale Marrese with
tailoring skills and using his large shop created the
statue and clothing.35 Relying on his memory of
the statue’s clothing in Craco and the woodcut of
the saint that was brought to America by the
immigrants he lovingly fabricated the statue’s
intricate and bejeweled clothing.
With the
extensive detail some of the work was also done by
fellow Cracotans who were employed at his shop.

Pasquale Marrese & Maria Ferrante—
Married in Craco in 1870 they arrived in
NY City in 1890 and were mainstays of
the community.

Jewels and intricate stitching on the stature

34

Although the individual is unknown, a search of records during the time period revealed a possible
candidate, Prospero Viggiano, who left NY on January 1, 1901 arriving in Naples on January 15 th. He
arrived in Craco two days later and stayed there until March 9th before filing for a passport in Naples to
return to the US on March 11. Ancestry.com, National Archives and Records Administration, US Passport
Applications, 1795-1925.
35
Oral history, Rosa D’Elia Francavilla, October 26, 2013 at 112 th Feast of San Vincenzo Martire in New
York. Pasquale Marrese was her great-grandfather.
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The cost and other expenses associated with the building the altar and moving
other statues are not known but whatever they amount to it was raised from the Crachesi
community so the new statue could be installed by the October 1901 feast day.
The only known photograph of the statue’s placement in St. Joachim’s Church, to
the right of the main alter, as described in the contract, was ironically taken at the last
Mass said at St. Joachim’s before it was closed.

Closing of St. Joachim Church, Christmas Eve, 1958
San Vincenzo alter is lower right.
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The First Feast in New York
The only newspaper article describing any feast of San Vincenzo Martire in New
York appeared during the statue’s inaugural year and it tells us how the Crachesi
celebrated the first event of their beloved patron.36
The
newspaper
reporter,
although challenged with the Italian
spelling and names of organizations
involved in the event clearly identifies
the “Societe (sic).” The language
difficulty probably led to the
confusion that seems to cross the
Italian Rifle Guard of New York with
the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di
Craco creating the reference to the
“Societe Militare d’ St. Vincenzo
Martry.” The date of the article
places the event on the fourth Sunday
in October and it is also notable the
celebration was a two day public
event similar to the public display that
was conducted in Italy on the
Saturday and Sunday of the feast day.
The site of the event in 1901
news article is interesting as the
Church of the Most Precious Blood
was established in September 1891 by
Fathers of St. Charles Borromo and
then entrusted to the Franciscans in
37
February 1894. In 1901 the cornerstone for the upper church was laid and the final
dedication took place in 1903.
36

New York Times, October 28, 1901, Page 7.
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Located a few blocks away from St. Joachim’s Church, the bandstand at the Most
Precious Blood Church for the 1901 celebration marked the ten year anniversary of that
church and a new building effort. The bandstand’s location also was an excellent spot to
bring the people living in Little Italy together. There is no doubt from the newspaper
article there was great zeal and gaiety surrounding this initial celebration marking the
feast of San Vincenzo Martire in New York.
The article does not
mention a procession as was
customary with these festivals.
Perhaps the reporter was not
present during that part of the
event or this group may not have
possessed a processional statue,
the upright form of the San
Vincenzo figure constructed so
it can be paraded through the
streets. Although the contract
with St. Joachim’s does not
mention another statue one
source suggested that in
subsequent dates small statues
were used for processions and
may explain the reason for the
construction of the half-lifesized statues such as the one
given to The Craco Society.38
The Società was active
and expanding in subsequent
years. In 1904 they published
the booklet, “Novena di San
Vincenzo Martire.”

37

The Catholic Church in the United States of America, The Catholic Editing Company, New York, 1914,
pg. 352, digitized version of April 10, 2008.
38
Oral history sources: Stephen LaRocca.
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This fourteen page typeset booklet printed in Italian was produced from the hand
written copy of the novena brought from Craco previously.39
Records from St. Joachim’s Church show that considerable efforts were put into
the celebration of the Mass celebrating the feast day for San Vincenzo as was stipulated
in the contract. From 1903 through 1906 the church’s organist submitted charges for
playing at the feast day Mass of $5.40 This was by far the largest charge for any of the
musical expenses at the church in October with most other charges for similar services
being $1.50-$2.00. The importance of this to immigrants cannot be overlooked as,
“during the novenas the people were electrified to hear the popular cantilene (slow
rhythmic songs), even if off-tune, in which they used to take part in the church of their
village.”41
A piece written during this period by Giovanni Curcio gives us an example of the
adjustment the Crachesi were making in adapting to their life in America. The undated
verse to San Vincenzo was created by Giovanni in New York City, sometime between
1901 when the Societa was formed and before 1913 when Giovanni died. Giovanni
Curcio was born in Craco in 1863 and married Rosa Maria Maffei there in 1881 before
immigrating with their infant daughter Teodora in 1888 to the US. The Curcio family
was well established with five children by 1901, when the Società di San Vincenzo
Martire di Craco donated the statue of San Vincenzo, Martire to St. Joachim’s Church.
His family’s oral tradition tells us that, “Giovanni operated a barber shop on Broome
Street near the police headquarters in Manhattan where he was apparently more interested
in singing and playing the mandolin than barbering.”42
Most likely his work was published in combination with the Società and used at
the annual feasts and perhaps even sung during Masses. The references Giovanni makes
in the piece to “United Crachesi” and “America” reflect the feeling of community that
existed among the “paesani” and echo the theme of adjusting to life here and even
39

The full copy of this pamphlet is reprinted in the Appendix.

40 Inventory, St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series B: Box 2 Folders 5 &

588, Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
41 Piety and Power, The Role of the Italian Parishes in the New York Metropolitan Area, 1888-1930,
Tomasi, Silvio M., Center For Migration Studies, New York, 1975 pg. 123.
42 Email communication from Carlo Lombardi Muzio, great-grandson of Giovanni Curcio, Oct. 1, 2010,
reading, “... I remember an uncle saying that Giovanni operated a barber shop on Broome Street near police
headquarters in Manhattan where he was apparently more interested in singing and playing the mandolin
than barbering.”
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aspiring to incorporate their patron, San Vincenzo Martire di Craco into American
culture.

Undated verse to San Vincenzo Martire by Giovanni Curcio 43

43

Gift of Carlo Lombardi Muzio, great grandson of Giovanni Curcio.
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TO SAN VINCENZO MARTYR OF CRACO
Verse by Giovanni Curcio
O San Vincenzo, Martyr,
Patron of Craco,
Cast a glance upon us
In this solemn hour.

United in their faith
They return victorious,
Give us Peace and Glory
For all eternity.

As we gather here,
And turn our minds to you,
Unite our thoughts together
In one soul.

We Crachesi
United with our warrior Martyr,
Let us show our faith
To the people of this foreign land.

For his great faith
He died in Rome,
With the Minor Observant Fathers
He came to Craco.

May the people of this faraway land
Unite with us,
Let us be an example
To the people of America.

The Minor Fathers
Of all the monasteries,
Made of San Vincenzo
A great ministry.

Unite us as brothers
Under your Holy Name,
Fill us with courage
And with virtue.

This great Martyr and Saint
Prayed for us,
And chose the Monastery in Craco
To rest his body.

Forever united
We turn our minds to you,
Defend us O San Vincenzo
For always in eternity.

From Rome to Craco
He walked on foot,
Blessed be Father Prospero
Who brought him to us.

Together united
We ask for your help,
Save us O San Vincenzo
Save our lives.

For the great miracles
He bestows upon the sick,
The mute and the crippled seek him
And everyone is healed.

Let us raise our voice
Let us raise a toast to our Saint,
“Viva San Vincenzo”
Will always be our song.

People come in droves
From faraway places,
With sweet prayers and songs
Sent by the Romans.

Viva San Vincenzo
Patron of Craco,
Viva San Vincenzo
Our Saviour.
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A 1907 publication about historic institutions in New York mentions the Società’s
connection to St. Joachim’s Church.44 The
same year St. Joachim’s church journal listed
the celebration of the Mass and novena for
the feast of San Vincenzo for that year.45
During the period from 1901-1907
the exodus of immigrants from Craco grew
dramatically with 498 individuals arriving in those six years and more than doubling the
number of Crachesi in the New York area.46 Undoubtedly, they added support and
members to the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco that allowed for the continuity of
the veneration for San Vincenzo in New York that would extend through another
generation.
Communication from the Crachesi in New York with Craco and support for
preserving the San Vincenzo chapel there was very active. Correspondence between the
New York Crachesi and Don Andrea Rigirione from 1907 to 1919, includes copies of
bank drafts sending funds to Italy. Interestingly, Raymond Guarini, who help the society
get chartered in 1899, was now involved in these transaction as a principle in a banking
firm, Guarini & Candela, 23-25 New Bowery St., New York.47
This was not an
uncommon practice as Italians in America sent money to relatives back home but things
would change over the next decades as the children of the first generation of immigrants
lost the direct contact with their family still in Craco.

44 Historic Homes, Institutions, Genealogical and Family History of New York, Pelletreau, Willaim Smith,

The Lewis Publishing Company, 1907, digitized version from New York Public Library, pages 83-84.
45 Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series G: Box 5 Folder 152,
Center for Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
46 Craco Italy Passengers Entering Ellis Island, NY, The Craco Society, unpublished, 2007 .
47 Archivio Rigirone, Correspondence from 1907-1919, in The Craco Society archives.
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A New Generation
Although the Crachesi in New York made up a small portion of Italian
immigrants New York their activity and support of their patron saint there was an integral
part of the community.
In 1913 St. Joachim’s Church conducted an inventory and listed the value of the
statue of San Vincenzo Martire at $200. Of the 14 other statues listed only the Madonna
de Carmine (Our Lady of Mt. Carmel) statue had a higher value.48
In 1917 during World War I, a Royal Italian Commission, headed by the Prince of
Udine visited New York City and parades were organized to honor the dignitaries. St.
Joachim’s Church participated in two parades held on June 24th with contingents from
several societies marching in the parade. In the first group, marching behind young girls
carrying the Italian flag was the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco headed by its
president Mr. Rinaldi.49 This was Joseph Rinaldi who was a signer of the charter and had
by this time had given up barbering and now owned a café on Worth Street.50
There is only oral history to guide us through the next two decades. The Società
San Vincenzo Martire di Craco continued to hold annual celebrations of the patron saint
and the society continued to grow as the families making up its membership grew.
Records document the arrival of a total of over 1,500 individuals from Craco by 192451
when US laws changed severely limiting immigration. With this number of arrivals the
Crachesi community in New York is estimated to have grown to 4,000 individuals when
all family members are included.
By this time, most of the immigrants were well on the path to assimilation. The
children of the initial arrivals had formed families of their own and the new generation,
born in America had a foot in both worlds holding a unique position between the Italian
and American communities. They were equally comfortable speaking the Cracotan
dialect of their parents and English in school and at work. There is no doubt they were
involved in religious events at St. Joachim’s and also social activities of the Società.52

48 Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series D: Box 3 Folder 87,
Center for Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY .
49 Inventory St. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, Collection #079, Series G: Box 5 Folder 143-

145, Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
50 Joseph A. Rinaldi, family oral history.
51 Craco Italy Passengers Entering Ellis Island, NY, The Craco Society, unpublished, 2007.
52 Oral history: Anthony Episcopio
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This generation and their children would supply the energy and strength for the Società to
maintain the Cracotan traditions in America until the mid-20th century.
After WWI the town of Craco obtained a new processional statue. Sources
suggest that members of the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco brought the original
processional statue of San Vincenzo from there to America.53 Although no record of this
transfer is available, published material in Craco dates the current processional statue
there to the first quarter of the 20th century supporting this story.54 In addition to the
reposing statue of San Vincenzo an upright statue of the saint was kept at St. Joachim’s
Church55 and used for processions during
the feast. The acquisition of the upright
processional statue in this time frame
after WWI fits the story since it is not
listed on St. Joachim’s 1913 inventory.
With this cherished statue from
their home town the members of the
Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco
maintained the tradition of holding a
festival for San Vincenzo and were now
able to expand it to include a procession
just as was done in Craco. Now, on the
fourth Sunday in October a Mass was
held at St. Joachim’s Church along with
a procession carrying the statue through
the streets of their neighborhood in
Lower Manhattan.
This may have been challenging
as the climate in New York at the end of
October is markedly different and colder
from that of southern Italy. There are
reports that on some years the event was
Processional figure of San Vincenzo used by the
Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco in New York
Photograph courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo
53 Oral

history sources: Stephen LaRocca, Domenica Mormando.
San Vincenzo: un Martire a Craco; page 11.
55
Oral history, Fr. Regis Gallo.
54
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held on the last Sunday in September offering a welcome relief to the devotee who felt
compelled to walk behind the statue in the procession barefooted through the streets of
New York as a sign of their faith.56
The San Vincenzo feast was part of a regular sequence of many street festivals
that were held in the area as the robust Italian American population expanded their
influence and demonstrated their devotion to a variety of saints. The San Vincenzo feast
would have been the among smallest of these events as San Vincenzo Martire was only
venerated by the Crachesi, although in this period the population of New York’s Little
Italy joyously celebrated all the processions and feasts.
With the density of the area, St. Joachim’s was becoming overcrowded so in 1925
the Scalibrini Brothers created a new parish forming the Church of St. Joseph on
Catherine and Monroe Streets to accommodate the larger population in the area. St.
Joachim’s lost the majority of its parishioners to the new church.57
In 1935 Fr. Tarcisio Prevedello became the pastor of St. Joachim’s Church and
upon entering the office he decided to bring new life to the parish by reorganizing the
activities including the societies.58 The Crachesi responded to this overture and a 1935
broadside announcing the dates of the feast and soliciting support for the Società S.
Vincenzo Martire di Craco.
The broadside sheet, written in Italian, has the event running from Friday to
Sunday, October 25-27, 1935 and was confined to Roosevelt Street. The 13 members of
the festival committee were listed and the address for them was given as 71 Roosevelt
Street. Beyond announcing the event the broadside also solicited financial support,
something very understandable and probably challenging in Depression era Lower
Manhattan. Information about committee members gives us insight into how the
Crachesi of the era were faring. All but one were born in Italy and most immigrated
between 1901 and 1920. Other than an electrician and a barber the rest were in the paper
stock business an industry that was heavily occupied by Cracotans. All of them now lived
in Brooklyn except for two still residing in Manhattan.

56 Oral history: Anthony Episcopio, Stephen S. LaRocca.
57 Humilitas Golden Jubilee Church of St. Joachim, New York, NY, pg. 43.
58 Inventory St,. Joachim’s Church records, New York City, page 3, Center For Migration Studies, 209
Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
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1935 Broadside Announcing Feast of S. Vincenzo
Courtesy of Paul Tocci
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The translation provides an insight into the thinking, motivation and operation of
the Società.

Societá S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco
Festival Committee

71 Roosevelt St. New York
REMEMBER!
that the
celebration of our

Fellow Countrymen!
It is our duty to remind you of our Feast this year because you have a duty to contribute and make
this a most solemn Grand Festival.
Today by your contribution and cooperation you are teaching your children to do this tomorrow.

patron saint
S. Vincenzo
Martire
Of Craco
whom we honor
will be celebrated
on
Roosevelt St. N Y
City

With this mutual assistance and cooperation our Festival Committee aims to create a united
community not only in New York City but in all of Greater New York and Jersey City.
The echoes of our appeal, invokes our brotherhood for the success of the 1935 Festival, and for future
developments in this way creating a new link in the chain of community solidarity.
ONE GOAL: The Feast not only encourages our children to imitate us and to remember us during the
tradition that our ancestors had for our Holy Protector San Vincenzo Martire of Craco, whom we
invoke in our times of need, but also serves to unite our community and make it more cohesive and
united.
ONE DUTY: every Crachese, along with their loved ones, must honestly, loyally, and enthusiastically
cooperate with the Festival Committee for the success of the Feast, making the 1935 Feast the most
grand date of our community.

on the
Friday, Saturday,
Sunday
25, 26, & 27
October 1935
under the
auspices
of the
Societá S.
Vincenzo Martire
di Craco

UNITE: let us unite and show our sense of harmony and brotherhood. We begin seriously to be "One
for all and all for one" and victory will be ours.
Attached is a card No. ___ for subscription, complete the attached for you and your friends, and
return to our representative when he visits you.
Looking forward to your cooperation, we greet you,
The Festival Committee
Joseph Manghise, Pres.
Domenico Colabella, V. Pres.
Nicola Grieco, Sec.
Angelo Cantasano, Treas.
Lorenzo Mautone, Curator
Joseph Torraca,
“
Frank Giove
Nicola Zaffarese
Vincenzo Ragone
Onofrio Caputo
Giovanni Mastrangelo
Michele Manghise
Nicola Tanico
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With new zeal, in future years the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco was
able to organize this event to honor their beloved saint on a large scale with street
decorations, a bandstand and a procession. Participation was been supported by the other
Italians in the neighborhood who joined in celebrating the event too as a relief from the
hard times of daily life.
The Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco by this time was robust enough to not
only sponsor the annual event honoring the patron of their home town but also organized
other social events for their members. These included annual gatherings that were held
at catered facilities and
drew
extremely
large
turnouts.
A group assembled
in the 1937 Annual
Banquet
&
Dance
photograph shows about
250 people in attendance.
It was held at The Half
Moon Hotel which was
located at W. 29th Street
and the Boardwalk at
Coney Island, the famous
beach section of Brooklyn,
NY.
Bandstand for the Feast of San Vincenzo on Saturday October 24,
1936 at the intersection of New Chambers, Oak & Roosevelt
Streets. With permission of New York Public Library
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Società S.
Vincenzo Martire di Craco, Annual Banquet & Dance
Half Moon Hotel Sunday May 2, 1937
From the collection of Dominick Tocci, reproduction courtesy of Paul Tocci

Some banquets organized by the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco occurred
during the first weekend in May, a date that serves as the celebration for the feast of the
Madonna della Stella in Craco. They were held on the Sunday maintaining a connection
to their roots and utilizing the event as a social gathering after a religious observance
earlier in the day.

Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco, Annual Banquet & Dance
Half Moon Hotel Sunday May 8, 1938
From the collection of Dominick Tocci (second from right, table 19) reproduction courtesy of Paul Tocci
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Other than these annual banquets and the celebration of the feast of San Vincenzo
there are no business records or information known about the Società San Vincenzo
Martire di Craco. Logically they would have held meetings of individuals involved in
planning these events along with other social gatherings.
The reach of the small group of Crachesi to the rest of the larger Italian
population was extended through the contemporary newspapers making people aware of
their events and activities. The 1936 Banquet Committee was recognized in New York’s
most popular Italian language daily newspaper, Il Progresso Italo-Americo that was
selling 90,000-100,000 copies daily.

Photo from Il Progresso Italo-Americano c. 1936
Top row from the left: Onofrio Caputo, second left, Salvatore Giove, remainder unknown.
Seated from the left: first, Salvatore Grieco, third, Joseph Manghise, fourth, Anthony Avena, fifth,
Francesco P. Colabella, second and last individuals unknown.

The only photograph showing the processional statue of San Vincenzo in New
York comes from this era and shows Crachesi participants celebrating feast day event in
1937. It was taken in front of St. Joachim’s Church. In the background is an overhead
banner advertising the church bazaar running for a four day period from October 21-24.
The photograph does not show the group in procession or even prepared for it. More
likely it was posed for during or after some event connected to the celebration. We know
that this year there were two “queens’ of the feast and they can be identified in the
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photograph by the women holding the bouquets.59 Although this was not done in Craco,
it seems that naming of a queen was customary for the organization; perhaps an
adaptation to things in the New World.

Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco and processional statue of San Vincenzo outside St. Joachim’s
Church October 1937.
Photograph courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo

Source: Anthony Episcopio, an altar boy at St. Joachim’s Church, who identified the women with the
bouquet to the left of the statue as his mother Rosina Lauria Episcopia, the other woman with the bouquet
is unknown.
59
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The procession route through the Lower East Side is not known but a logical route
would have been similar to those followed by other processions that were sponsored by
St. Joachim’s societies and are described in contemporary newspaper stories as:
…upon the ringing of the church bell the statue was carried into the street where
after a firecracker salute and music by a band, the procession moved into Baxter
Street. It proceeded through Bayard, Hester,
Mott, and Mulberry Streets, returning
through James Street.
Paper money was pinned on buntings of
Italian and American colors wrapped around
the base of the statue. Coins were gathered
on trays from spectators along the route….60
Most likely a bandstand was erected
as mentioned in the 1901 article and shown
in the 1936 photograph. Located at the
nearest major intersection to St. Joachim’s
this bandstand was probably the staging area
for the crowd after the Mass and on returning
from the procession. Anyone who has seen
one of these events can visualize the
procession winding its way through the
adjacent streets passing other churches and
major locations in the area and returning to the bandstand where another stream of
traditional Italian music played for the gathering.
During 1938 St. Joachim’s marked its Fiftieth Anniversary and conducted a
yearlong series of events to November 13 when it marked the canonization of Mother
Cabrini in Rome on that day.61 That year the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco
continued their Spring dinner-dance at the Half Moon Hotel that coincided with the feast
of the Madonna della Stella.

60
61

“Parade In Drizzle Honors St. Rocco”, New York Times, August 17, 1934, page 5.
New York Times, “St. Joachim’s Church Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary,” November 7, 1938.
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The organizing committee members in 1938 announcement were the same
dedicated group of individuals in the 1935 broadside.

In the years just before WWII
the Società reached its zenith as the
last of the documentation from this
period shows a large and active group
participating in events.
In the Fall of 1941 the wide
support of the Crachesi for the
organization can be seen in the news
article announcing the dinner that was
held in Brooklyn. 62 However this
marked some changes from past
years. This notice highlights the annual banquet that occurred on what was the eve of the
San Vincenzo Feast that year. It also indicates a change in the organization’s leadership.
Listed as the organizing committee chairman was Onofrio Caputo; he had been active
with the organization for years but was now the president.
With over 500 people turning out, it is obvious that this group was getting support
from three generations who were living in America and had a connection to Craco.
Besides the immigrant group, the second
generation, many of whom now had families
of their own, was adding to the number of
individuals turning out for this event.
It also seems 1941 was a special year
for the celebration. Although the feast of
San Vincenzo was the smallest of the annual
Italian feast events that occurred in the area
for some reason this year there was an
upwelling of effort, especially of the
62 Brooklyn Eagle, Thursday October 23, 1941, page 21.
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Crachesi youth living in the neighborhood to make the feast a special one. There seemed
to be an attitude that “we could do better than them” and resulted in decorating of St.
Joachim’s, and the streaming of banners and paper decorations along Roosevelt and
Cherry Streets by them and local merchants.63

63 Oral history, Marge Episcopia Gallo, as provided on June 2, 2011.
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Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco, Annual Banquet & Dance Half Moon Hotel
Saturday October 25, 1941
Photograph gift of Maria Colabella McKendry

Six weeks after the 1941 feast the United States entered World War II. In the
following years, with the focus on war the ability and desire to organize festivals was
impacted and the San Vincenzo feast was suspended.64 After WWII the Società S.
Vincenzo, Martire di Craco was unable to restart the feast event that had not been held
during the war years. Due to inactivity to file reports with regulatory agencies the society
was dissolved by the State of New York on October 15, 1952.
Meanwhile, some individual members of the Società San Vincenzo Martire di
Craco, maintained half-life-sized statues of the patron saint in their homes or had images
made of him that decorated other important places.
The small San Vincenzo figures display unique features suggesting it was
constructed to specifically to represent this little known saint.

64 Oral history reports, Fr. Regis Gallo, Margaret Episcopia Gallo.
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A unique item to note about these statues is the
turquoise blue cloak. This colored cloak was a
part of the uniform worn by an early
confraternity of San Vincenzo devotees65 and is
also visible on the original relic in Craco. A
second item of note is the sword, which is not
the shorter sword of the early Roman legions
but appears to be the larger “spatha” design
used during the middle and late Roman Empire
and would have been contemporary with the era
of San Vincenzo’s life.66 A third consideration
is the orb at the statue’s left foot which appears
to be a replication of the vessel visible at the
head of the reclining San Vincenzo relic in
Craco. It appears the artist who created this statue worked from an image of the upright
San Vincenzo that was at St. Joachim’s Church or researched the saint to incorporate
these features in this depiction.67
While the times and people in New York changed in the mid-20th century the
statues of San Vincenzo remained at rest in peace and safety at St. Joachim’s Church.
Then after WWII the City of New York notified residents of the area that a housing
project would be erected and the buildings, including St. Joachim’s Church, would be
demolished.68 Many of the Crachesi living in the area were faced with relocation
including San Vincenzo. There was a protracted fight to preserve St. Joachim’s over the
next decade but it was unsuccessful and the last Mass was held at the church on
Christmas Eve 1958.

65 San Vincenzo: un Martire a Craco, page 5-6.
66
Roman Legions website: www.romanlegions.info
67
Besides the statue owned by Francesco Paolo Colabella, which is now part of the Craco Society
collection, another copy resides in the Ragone Family Mausoleum, Calvary Cemetery, New York.
Gerardo Ragone (1874 Craco-1954 Manhattan) was a contemporary of Francesco Paolo Colabella and was
also active in the Societá San Vincenzo Martire di Craco and served as a trustee at St. Joachim’s Church.
Photograph courtesy of Matthew Ragone.
68
Oral history, Margaret Episcopia Gallo, resdient of 34 Cherry Street until 1946.
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Costantino Mausoleum, Calvary Cemetery69
Ed Weidman, photograph, fineart america

69

San Vincenzo relief on Gallo Family Headstone

The mausoleum of Francesco Costantino and his family is the home to this beautiful and unique artwork.
Francesco was born in Pisticci in 1880. In 1903, he was residing in Craco when he married Porzia
Mastronardi (b. 1883, Craco) the daughter of Domenico Mastronardi and Angiolella Simonetti. In 1904
the young couple arrived in New York City, settling with an uncle, Gerardo Simonetti at 52 Roosevelt St.
They remained there raising 10 children, Rose, Angelina, Theresa, Margaret, Helen, Dominick, Anna,
Alfred, Henry, and Salvatore. The family relocated to 2159 E. 19th St., Brooklyn where Porzia died in
1949 and Francesco in 1966.
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With the pending destruction of the building the statuary and church furnishings
needed to be relocated.
Church fixtures from St. Joachim’s were moved to other
churches including St. Joseph’s Church down the street. It received the altar railing, the
side altars that held the San Vincenzo and Corpus Christi statues and the organ.
Unable to find a church that could take the two statues of San Vincenzo before St.
Joachim’s was demolished, they were both saved by the efforts of the Gallo family. The
Gallo family, who were in the paper stock business, used one of their trucks to transport
the statues and the
other material to their
home in the Tabor
Court
section
of
Brooklyn
for
safekeeping along with
the banner of the
Società San Vincenzo
Martire
di
Craco.
Vincenzo and Angela
Rose (Tuzio) Gallo
who were both born in
Craco had a strong
devotion
to
San
Vincenzo and were
active in the Società
San Vincenzo Martire
di Craco. Their home
was in the area of
Brooklyn that had a
large
Crachesi
population.
San Vincenzo’s Statue after arriving at the Gallo home c. 1959
Photo courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo
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Both statues remained there under their protection until arrangements were made
by their son, Salvatore Gallo for the reclining version of San Vincenzo to be housed at St.
Joseph’s Church on 5 Monroe Street in the early 1960s. Along with installing the statue
Salvatore arranged for a perpetual Mass to be said annually on the October feast day for
San Vincenzo. He also provided the church with a copy of Breve Storia del Comune di
Craco e del Suo Protettore S. Vincenzo Martire along with his contact information.70
Weekly bulletins for St. Joseph’s
Church list the annual Mass as
being offered by, “Devotees.”71
The history of the Church
of St. Joseph, the new home for
the reclining statue of San
Vincenzo, can be traced to 1908
when Fr. Vincent M. Jannuzzi, the
pastor of the Church of St.
Joachim’s opened a small chapel
dedicated to San Rocco. By 1914
it was outgrown and replaced by
the Chapel of St. Joseph. By 1923
property was acquired and on June
28, 1925 the church and a school
were officially dedicated.72 It is
fitting that this church, which was
so closely connected with St.
Joachim’s and also run by the
Scalabrini
brothers,
should
become the next home for the San
Vincenzo relic in New York.
The
Gallo
family’s
dedication to San Vincenzo was
tangibly visible in several ways.

Uncatalogued material for St. Joseph’s Church, Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten
Island, NY.
71
Uncatalogued material for St. Joseph’s Church, Center For Migration Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten
Island, NY
72
Inventory Records of the Church of St. Joseph, New York City, page 3, Center For Migration Studies,
209 Flagg Place, Staten Island, NY.
70
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Besides placing one of the statues in St. Joseph’s Church and arranging for annual
Masses they kept the processional statue in their home. It was carried, along with the
banner from the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco to their local church, St. Rosalia,
6310 14th Ave., for several years to celebrate the annual feast.

Processional statue undergoing repair at the Gallo home
John Gallo is shown repairing the statue brought from St. Joachim’s Church
c. 1959
Photo courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo

Then in 1962 arrangements were made to keep the upright statue at the lower
chapel of Regina Pacis Church, 12th Avenue and 65th Street in Brooklyn but with some
conditions. The Gallo family undertook a restoration of the statue at the request of the
church’s rector, changing the original statue by removing the halo, which included a
string lights, and the whole statue was professionally repainted.73 Once the statue

73 Oral history report: Fr. Regis Gallo, November 20, 2008.
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changes were completed it was delivered to the church but without the case and halo.74 It
remained there until 1967 when the church decided to convert the chapel into a
community center. The statue was brought back to the Gallo home where it remained
until new arrangements could be made.75
Then the family arranged for the statue to be kept at St. Rosila’s Church in the
Dyker Heights section of Brooklyn. This allowed the family to sponsor a feast day Mass
on the fourth Sunday in October in Brooklyn to honor the patron of Craco along with the
one that was being held in New York City at St. Joseph’s Church. For the Brooklyn
event the upright statue would be brought up from the church basement where it was
stored throughout the year and displayed during the Mass. Then it would be relegated to
storage in the basement until the next event.
About 1975 during the process of moving the statue to and from storage it was
damaged. Assuming that the cost of the restoration would not be supported by anyone
the church’s officials reportedly ordered the historic statue to be destroyed.76

74 The ornate case, that held the upright statue, was reported by Anthony Mule, son-in-law of the Gallo
family, to have been given to the Scalabrini brothers’ facility in Staten Island where it was converted into a
telephone booth.
75
Oral history, Gallo Family members and Rita Gallo Lavery, March 29, 2011
76
Oral history, Anthony Mulé on November 17, 2008.
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Processional statue of San Vincenzo at Regina Pacis c.1967
Photo courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo
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Lost and Then Found
Meanwhile, back in Craco the town would be dramatically impacted and
changed forever. The effects served to change the resting place of not only San Vincenzo
but also the Crachesi people there.
With the instability caused by the series of Frana (landslides and slippage
of soil across the steep slopes) that occurred during the 1960’s the Italian government
determined that the 1,500 year old village on the hilltop was no longer safe for habitation.
With the development of a new town, Craco Peschiera, located below the old village the
people left their ancient town and ancestral homes taking with them the statuary that were
in the churches and chapels in Craco Vecchio to their new village. Like the townspeople,
who two generations before them were forced to become immigrants, the inhabitants of
Craco were now forced to seek a new home. And just like those who left for the New
World, the Cracotans in Italy now took their veneration of San Vincenzo with them too.
Although all the other churches and chapels in Craco Vecchio had to be
abandoned, the chapel at St. Peter’s Friary was still structurally stable and continued to
function as a church, housing both the relic the processional statue of San Vincenzo that
gave the residents a sense of continuity with their past. They continued calling the
building, "the Convent of San Vincenzo."

San Vincenzo Procession scene in St. Peter’s Chapel
c.1960
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The changes in Craco necessitated adjusting the historic procession route
used during the celebration of the feast of San Vincenzo. The “Chiesa Madre”, the
Church of San Nicola Vescovo in Craco Vecchio, was no longer available to bring the
statue to nor was the winding streets of the old town safe to transit. So the procession
route was modified to adapt to the new circumstances.
The devastation to Craco created a new wave of immigrants to America
who joined their established “paesani” in the Greater New York area. The Crachesi
arriving in the late 1960’s adapted quickly to life in the New World but also were able to
maintain direct and regular contact with friends and relatives back home with improved
communications technology. This group of new arrivals kept Crachesi connections intact
and brought with them contemporary experiences from Italy.
By the mid-1980s, after residing for almost 200 years in the chapel at St.
Peter’s Friary in Craco, the
accumulated damage to the
building dictated that the
San Vincenzo relic and
statue be removed. With
the closing of the building
the beloved San Vincenzo
pieces were moved to a
building in the Sant’
Angelo section of Craco
Vecchio that had been an
old school house.

Processional statue of San Vincenzo in Craco
St. Peter’s Friary April 2, 1978
Courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo

The plight and iconic nature of the town of Craco seemed to serve as a
magnet to people especially in the media industry who found the story about its
abandonment and the fantastic vistas available from Craco Vecchio appealing as a
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filming site for several movies. In 1990 the story of San Vincenzo and Craco’s devotion
to him was shown as a segment of the Public Broadcasting System show, “Travels: For
the Colors” which featured the San Vincenzo procession.
Meanwhile, in the United States a few individuals of Crachesi descent still
living in Manhattan maintained the annual Mass in honor of San Vincenzo at St. Joseph’s
Church. They were driven by their family connections to Craco and a need to honor the
historic connection to the saint and their neighborhood church.
During 1999, under the direction of Rev. Fr. Ralph Bova, pastor of St.
Joseph’s Church, a restoration project cleaned the statue and replaced the cape along with
other fabric that had deteriorated. The restoration was underwritten by Mrs. Anna
(Zafferese) LoCicero, who was the daughter of Nicola Zaffarese, one of the individuals
listed in the 1935 broadside.77 She continued to sponsor the annual feast day Mass at St.
Joseph’s Church, and maintained contact with other Crachesi that had moved from the
area. As part of their communication she would receive funds from some to light candles
at the feast day Mass.78
Several years later, in 2007 while several individuals in North America
were researching their family history from Craco they serendipitously made contact with
each other. This interaction led to organizing a reunion that served as the formation of
The Craco Society, the successor to the Società San Vincenzo Martire di Craco.
By this time, there were two populations with Crachesi roots in North
America, individuals from Craco that arrived in the mid-1960s and descendants from the
turn of the century immigrants. Although these two groups were separated by time,
generational differences, and geographic distances when they first met in Albany, NY in
July 2007 they instantly bonded. There was an undeniable emotional connection
stemming from the millennium-and-a-half associations developed by their ancestors
living in the hilltop town over 4,000 miles away. They melded seamlessly and instantly
rallied to the mission of saving the history, culture, and traditions of Craco that became
the objective of this new Society.
Shortly after the inaugural Reunion and formation, the members of The
Craco Society learned that the Church of St. Joseph held a San Vincenzo Mass and the
Society organized a contingent to attend the October 28th event that year. Many were

77
78

Oral history, Mrs. Anna LoCicero.
Oral history, Mrs. Anna LoCicero to Robert Rubertone, email correspondence Nov. 20, 2008.
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amazed to view the statue and it’s similarity to the Craco relic. The innate connection to
the patron saint generated much good feelings of the day and presaged events to come.

San Vincenzo’s Statue and Relic at St. Joseph’s Church
Photo courtesy of Robert Rubertone, 2007

The following year events moved quickly, seemingly guiding and steering
people who were totally unconnected and unknown to each other in a way that revealed
long forgotten information. On the last day of The Craco Society’s August 2008 Reunion
in Manhattan members attended the Mass for the Feast of San Rocco at the Church of St.
Joseph. Afterwards, an individual sought out the Society president to share a picture of
the 1937 Annual Dinner Dance of the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco. This
revelation spurred interest in locating more information about the forgotten Società and
would lead to further insights.
With the gift of the half-life sized statue of San Vincenzo given to The
Craco Society at that same 2008 Reunion it only seemed natural to organize another
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event to have the gift blessed at the Mass for San Vincenzo at St. Joseph’s Church that
October 26th. While planning for the San Vincenzo event, members of the Society
gathered material and information about the San Vincenzo statues and the Società S.
Vincenzo Martire di Craco.
Just two weeks before the San Vincenzo Mass at St. Joseph’s Church a
Society member was directed to the Gallo family, which opened the door to missing
pieces from the past. Mrs. Rita Gallo, who was considering how best to dispose of the
original 1900 banner her late husband Salvatore had kept from the Società San Vincenzo
Martire di Craco, immediately offered it to The Craco Society. Meanwhile, Fr. Regis
Gallo, Salvatore’s brother, upon learning about the Society immediately offered all his
material about San Vincenzo and photographs of Craco and the Società San Vincenzo
Martire di Craco.
Adding to the coincidences surrounding the unfolding events was that Fr.
Gallo lived in the next town to one of the
officers of The Craco Society. That these
two people came to be living so closely at
this critical time of rediscovery of Cracotan
history in America was either totally random
or an act of something higher - it is left to
speculation but there is no doubt their
meeting opened the door to a lost history.
On October 26, 2008 The
Craco Society members attending the
noontime Mass for San Vincenzo at St.
Joseph’s Church viewed the historic banner
of the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco
for the first time in over 65 years and
experienced viewing what was thought to be
the last two existing statues of San Vincenzo
in New York shown for the first time ever in
one place.
San Vincenzo’s small statue at St’ Joseph’s Church
October 26, 2008
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At the end of this historic Mass at the Church of St. Joseph the case
holding the reclining figure was opened to give attendees a closer view of the statue.
With the full exposure of the case a discovery was made that was totally unknown to
everyone present. At the back of the case was a reliquary containing bone pieces labeled
“S. Vincenzo” and on the rear of the relic were several ancient wax seals from a Bishop of
the Catholic Church signifying authenticity.

San Vincenzo’s Relic at St. Joseph’s Church
Left: front view Right: rear view showing seals79

This revelation added to the unknown elements of the story of San
Vincenzo in America. It became apparent this was the 1769 reliquary mentioned in
booklets about the history of San Vincenzo and referenced in the 1901 contract between
the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco and St. Joachim’s Church as the “urna.”
This new discovery about San Vincenzo in America added impetus to The
Craco Society’s research and cultural preservation efforts.

79

Photograph taken at San Vincenzo feast day Mass on October 26, 2008.
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As The Craco Society was preparing for the 2010 celebration of the feast
day, another piece of lost history surfaced. The verse to San Vincenzo written by
Giovanni Curcio in the last century was made available by his descendants to the Society
for the Mass that year.
Based on recommendations for professional restoration of the statue minor
cleaning, preservation, and covering the bare walls in the back of the case was done in
early 2011. This restoration changed the look of the statue by copying the fabrics used
in the case that holds the relic in Craco. A tapestry matching the background of San
Vincenzo’s case was selected for the New York location and a turquoise colored fabric
matching his cape in Craco completed the fabric changes.
The final phase of restoration was done by members of the Craco Society
to paint and clean the case and adding a plaque, which for the first time in 110 years
identifies San Vincenzo and his connection to the people of Craco.

Restored San Vincenzo’s Statue and Relic at St. Joseph’s Church
Photo courtesy of Joseph A. Rinaldi, 2011
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With the assistance of Fr. Walter Tonelotto, the Scalabrini pastor of St. Joseph's
parish at that time, a plaque matching the design and style of the other plaques in the
church was cast in bronze. Adding to the significance of this plaque was its mounting.
A wooden board, donated by Nicola Mormando in Craco and shipped to the US, was
used as the base for the plaque. The wood came from a farm property in the “Contrada
tempa dei titoli”, a parcel of land near the Craco and Stigliano border. The wood was
taken from a structure that was erected around the time of the unification of Italy 150
years ago. This gift from Craco continued the tangible connection with the town and this
statue of the patron saint in America.

Plaque and Wooden Board Mounting
Photo courtesy of Robert Rubertone,
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The reverse of the plaque mounting has a dedication plate that reads:
DEDICATION
This commemorative plaque is presented on the 110th anniversary of the donation
of the statue of San Vincenzo to St. Joachim’s Church.
San Vincenzo was a soldier in the Theban Legion who was martyred in 286 A.D.
This statue is a replica of the holy relic of his body, which lies in Craco, Italy.
The wood the plaque is mounted on is a gift from the people of Craco. It provides
a tangible link between San Vincenzo, the Crachesi in North America, and the
land of our ancestors who brought their faith and customs with them. May it
serve as a reminder of the sacrifices they made to provide their descendants an
opportunity for a better life.
This plaque is donated as part of the 2010-2011 restoration of the statue of San
Vincenzo, which was funded by members of The Craco Society in support of its
mission to preserve the culture, traditions, and history of Craco.
October 23, 2011

110th San Vincenzo Feast Day Mass at St. Joseph’s Church
Left to right: Msgr. Nicholas V. Grieco, Rev. Fr. Lino Gonsalves, and Rev. Fr. Nicholas Mormando, CAP
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On September 1, 2011 control of the
Church of St. Joseph changed from The
Scalabrini Order to the Archdiocese of New
York. With the change a new pastor, Rev.
Fr. Lino Gonsalves became pastor and
concelebrated the 110th Anniversary Mass.
In 2012, the small plaster statue of
San Vincenzo that was in the Society’s
keeping was restored. The Society had made
a practice of rotating the statue between the
households of members who were born in
Craco. During this year, Maria and Angelo
Grossi undertook a restoration of the statue
and pedestal which holds it.

During the Mass celebration that
year a newly written melody was prepared
for the Society. Although the Inno A San
Vincenzo Matire was sung in Craco for
years as a chant, this was the first time
music was prepared to accompany the
singing of it.
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A Move Back Home
The Craco Society continued to hold the annual San Vincenzo feast day Mass and
luncheon celebration that followed at nearby restaurants or in the church function hall
through 2014 at St. Joseph’s Church.

Interior of St. Joseph’s Church

But in 2013 the Archdiocese of New York began an assessment of their
organization and parishes. This evaluation resulted in the announcement of plans to close
St. Joseph’s. Petition efforts and a television show80 that told the history of the church,
which highlighted the statue and story of San Vincenzo, failed to reverse the decision
about the church. On July 31, 2015 St. Joseph’s Church was closed.
With the impending closure, plans were made to move San Vincenzo’s statue and
relic. A fund raising campaign to underwrite the expenses of creating a new case was
undertaken by The Craco Society using a small figurine of San Vincenzo.
With the
funds a new freestanding case was built. Meanwhile, Stephen LaRocca, Esq., a member
of the Society’s Board of Directors and also the president of the San Rocco Society of
Potenza arranged to have several statues moved to a new home, amazingly it was The

80

NET TV - City of Churches - "San Giuseppe" (08/19/15): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhChCyCwcsc
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Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood, the site of the original San Vincenzo feast in
1901.
The 114th celebration of the Feast of San Vincenzo, Martire di Craco in New
York City at the Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood fell on the same date and
location as the first feast that was held there in 1901 and it provided some extraordinary
occurrences.
Beforehand, the San Vincenzo statue and relic were set up on Oct. 10th at Most
Precious Blood occupying the “Guariglia Altar81” and next to the other historic statue
from Basilicata—San Rocco, which had also been relocated from St. Joseph’s Church.

San Vincenzo statue on Guarglia Altar at the Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood Church
October 10, 2015

Vincenzo “James” Guariglia (b. 1907, Manhattan, NY), the son of Pasquale Guariglia (b. 1883, Craco)
and Maria Torraca (b. 1886,. Craco), grew up on Mulberry St. and settled in an apartment that was right
across the street from the Most Precious Blood Rectory in 1930 when he married Rose Cappola. With the
passing of Rose in June 1993 James made a memorial of the altar with a plaque reading: In memory of my
wife Rose and my mother Maria by James Guariglia
81
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While the San Vincenzo statue was being placed in its new display, droplets of
water appeared at the base of its wooden case. Perhaps, tears of joy as San Vincenzo saw
his return to this beautiful new home.
Adding to this special Mass were the comments delivered by Rev. Msgr. Donald
Sakano, the pastor of The Basilica of Old St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Shrine Church of
the Most Precious Blood who welcomed the Society and veneration to San Vincenzo to
the church. Msgr. Sakano also announced the Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood
was to serve as a pilgrimage church with Holy Doors during the 2016 Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Later that year, on November 9, 2015 The Craco Society and The Church of the
Most Precious Blood entered into a license agreement granting the Society the right to
install and exhibit the historic statue in the church. The agreement was self-renewing
each year afterwards giving the San Vincenzo statue and relic a new permanent home.
Now securely established at Most Precious Blood, in 2016 the case was reposition
at the base of the altar on a wooden base that was simulated to match the marble of the
surrounding area. It remains there today to greet all who enter the Church.
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Epilogue
Understanding Crachesi powerful devotion to San Vincenzo may not be
easily understood in today’s world. In a small isolated Sothern Italian hill town the
unwavering faith of this Egyptian mercenary from Thebes and the unanimity of the other
soldiers in his Legion served as a powerful example to them. The inhabitants of Craco,
like the Theban Legion, relied on the wholehearted efforts of each member of the
community to survive. The model of such a faithful Christian who chose death rather than
renounce his faith helped the Crachesi deal with daily difficulties and tragedies that
struck them.
A great bond with San Vincenzo was formed by individual townspeople as
they made prayers and supplications to their patron. Consider that over hundreds of
years, generation after generation, called on San Vincenzo in Craco for aid and
intercession. Then during the Crachesi immigrant experience as they struggled to meet
the challenges of a new life in a new land, who else would be better for them to rely on
for assistance?
The first wave of Crachesi immigrants in America maintained their strong
connection to their patron by forming the Societá S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco. Their
children continued the connection in New York by maintaining the Società S. Vincenzo
Martire di Craco until WWII. The next wave of Crachesi immigrants arriving in North
America during the mid-20th century found a home and along with their “paesani” in
New York but the access to their patron was limited since the presence of the statue in St.
Joseph’s was not widely known. The American generation of Crachesi descendants from
earlier immigrants had lost their connection to San Vincenzo even though they knew their
roots were in Craco. Thus the statue of San Vincenzo was quietly left to rest in the hands
of a dedicated few in Lower New York who maintained it.
With the onset of the 21st century a new generation of Crachesi
discovered their past and connected to each other awakening interest in their roots and
the story of their patron saint in America. Or perhaps it was the patron who awakened
their interest?
Consider how appropriate it is for the relic of the patron saint in Craco to
now reside with his people in the hilltop chapel at Sant’ Angelo, the only area in Craco
Vecchio that is still inhabitable. And in New York City, his original bone relic sits with
the statuary likeness that was placed in the downtown area by the Crachesi at the
beginning of the 20th century. There is no doubt that San Vincenzo and the Crachesi are
alive and well in two worlds.
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Appendix
• History of the Theban Legion
•

“NOVENA DI SAN VINCENZO MARTIRE” Composta dal Rev. P.
Francescantonio di Craco, Stampa per cura della SocietàSan Vincenzo Martire
Di Craco, New York, 24 Marzo 1904, Stamperia A. Giordano & Co., 167
Hester St., New York.
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History of the Theban Legion
Much of the story of the Theban Legion as it relates to San Vincenzo Martire di
Craco is covered in the original matrerial from Craco. However, the story of the Legion,
the other martyrs, how their bodies were discovered and how the saga was passed down
is also an important part of understanding San Vincenzo.
The story of the martyrdom of the Theban Legion and San Vincenzo was first
recounted in 434 by St. Eucherius, Bishop of Lyon. For centuries this martyrdom was
accepted as an historical fact, but after the Reformation it became the subject of long and
violent controversy. Recent research and the discovery of new material now leaves little
doubt to the existence of the Legion and the role they played in the history of the Roman
Empire. What remains contested is the degree of the decimation the Legion suffered.
The Theban Legion Structure
The Theban Legion (also known as the Martyrs of Agaunum) figures in Christian
hagiography as an entire Roman legion — of "six thousand six hundred and sixty-six
men" — who had converted en masse to Christianity and were martyred together, in 286,
according to the hagiographies of Saint Maurice, the chief among the Legion's saints.
Their feast day is held on September 22.
However, 6,666 was not the normal number of soldiers in a Roman Legion, and
its appearance in this context is interesting for its similarity to 666, which has an
association to the well-known “Number of the Beast” in the Book of Revelation.
Donald F. O'Reilly argues that evidence from coins, papyrus, and Roman army
lists supports the story of the Theban Legion. A papyrus dated "in the sixth year of our
Lord the Emperor Caesar Marcus Aurelius Probus Pius Augustus, Tubi sixteenth" (13
January 282 CE), shows rations which would sustain a legion for about three months to
be delivered to Panopolis to the "mobilized soldiers and sailors". Coins from Alexandria
from the same time period were minted in a style used only when troops for a new legion
were leaving port. During the trial of the martyr Maximilian, it was noted that there were
Christians serving in the Roman army, and the existence of Theban Christian legionnaires
in the same units as mentioned in the Notitia Dignitatum was shown.82 Most likely, the
Theban Legion that left Egypt was about 4,000 men.

82

Donald F. O'Reilly, "The Theban Legion of St. Maurice" Vigiliae Christianae 32.3 (September 1978).
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The Roman Empire had no conscription so soldiers were volunteers who
committed to 25 years of service. A recruit had to be at least 5 feet 10 inches tall and
between 18 and 22 years old when entering along with having letters of reference stating
he was from a good family. They had 4-6 months basic training designed to weed out all
but the fittest. It was intended to be more severe than warfare with incessant drilling.
Those who succeeded were accepted into the army, given a Latin name, and tattooed on
their hands.
Thebans spoke the Coptic language of pre-Arab Egypt. The city of
Thebes was populated by Medjay people during the period the Legion was formed. The
Medjay had provided soldiers, police, and palace guards to the pharaohs for generations
so joining the Roman Army as an auxiliary force would be natural to them. Christianity,
central to the Legion’s story, had grown much faster in North Africa than in Europe. The
faith had a great influence on the Copts who were the peasantry and lacked opportunities
since occupations in Egypt were hereditary. Military service was an opportunity for
them.
As Africans they were dark, hence the name for St. Mauricius which
means Moor, explains the images of the Legion’s commander that often depict his as
black. Moors were chiefly Berbers whose dress even today relies heavily on colors of
blue including turquoise-like shades. Records list Mauricius as a “campidoctor” along
with other leaders of the Legion, Candidus, Innocent and Exuperius. Compidoctors were
retirees on recall who trained the new recruits. This made them at least 25 years older
than the newly enlisted soldiers and respected as leaders.
The majority of the Thebans were archers. Records show two other
Theban Legions were organized. The last one fought with Emperor Constantine and is
depicted on the Milvian Bridge Arch (also known as the Arch of Constantine) on the
Tiber River in Rome commemorating his victory there in 312AD. Ultimately this Legion
became Pretorian Guards. Constantine, the emperor who recognized Christianity, knew
his predecessors had consistently been assassinated by their guards so it is likely he chose
the Legion for their fidelity.
San Vincenzo and the Legion left in the Spring of 284AD following a
route that took them from Thebes to Alexandria crossing the Mediterranean Sea to Crete
then to Sicily and northward to Rome before marching to the Alps.
Dr. O’Reilly’s assessment of the martyrdom is it was smaller then the
legend. He feels the executions for military insubordination were limited to the
compidoctors and other leaders. Valuing this large force of soldiers in a time when the
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Roman Army was struggling to maintain its size he believes the vast number of
remaining legionnaires were simply divided up and distributed to other Roman army
units.
Unfortunately, our San Vincenzo was one of those among the number that
were decimated. But from Dr. O’Reilly’s writings we can deduce the following about
San Vincenzo.
He probably had a swarthy complexion and was at least 5 feet 10 inches
tall with tattoos on his hands identifying him as a legionnaire. The name Vincenzo or
more likely the Latin version, Vincentius (meaning Conqueror) would have been given to
him when he was accepted into the Roman Army about 283AD. In 286 when he died he
would have been 21-24 years old and extremely fit. He ate a diet almost exclusively
made up of grains. He wore studded soled shoes and his armor
was iron with copper and bronze decorations weighing 40 pounds.
He had a helmet and a leather shield decorated in the Legion’s red
and yellow identifying colors. His cloak was probably blue or
green.
This would have made him a
large and imposing figure, closer
to the depiction in the statue that
is in Craco rather than the more delicate portrayal of
his relic in the case there.

San Vincenzo Martire statue in Craco
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The Fate of the Theban Legion
Prior to the martydome of the Legion, in 249AD, a Roman widow, named
Ciriaca, who had become a Christian sheltered many in her home including San Lorenzo
(St. Lawrence) who is attributed to having cured her of severe head pains.
She donated a field in Rome on Via Tiburtina which became the graveyard named
after her. (The catacombs of Santa Ciriaca are now within the municipal cemetery of
Campo Verano in Rome’s San Lorenzo District.) It was in these catacombs that San
Vincenzo’s remains were interred until 1792 when they were brought to Craco.
But the Theban Legion made another historic visit to the Roman stage that played
out with a much different outcome than San Vincenzo’s cohort.
A complicated series of events and turmoil followed the decimations that took
place in 286AD with various factions contending for the position of Roman Emperor.
The Roman Senate, unhappy with Maximianus’ rule forced him to renounce his
imperial position in favor of his son. Hedging his bets, Maximinianus then had his
youngest daughter Fausta, marry Constantine one of the other contenders for Emperor.
Afterwards, Maximinianus returned to Gaul (where he originally ordered the destruction
of the Theban Legion) and began hatching schemes against his son-in-law Constantine in
an attempt to regain his imperial position. In a confrontation with Constantine,
Maximinianus’ soldiers surrendered him to his rival but Constantine generously pardoned
him. Soon after, Maximinianus returned to scheming against his son-in-law, and finally
was compelled to take his own life in 310AD by “falling on his sword,” an ironic ending
to someone who put the Theban troops to the sword two decades before.
As the factions contending for control of the Empire, Constantine and his brotherin-law Marcus Aurelius Maxentius, the son of Maximinianus were battling for control.
Maximinianus was drowned in the Tiber River during the battle with Constantine at the
Milvian Bridge. His body was taken from the river, decapitated, and his head was
paraded through the streets of Rome, another ironic connection to the decimation of the
Theban Legion by his father.
Constantine’s victory at the Milvian Bridge in 312AD gave him total control of
the Western Roman Empire. When he issued the Edict of Milan, making Christianity
officially recognized in the Roman Empire he paved the way for Christianity to become
the dominant religion throughout in Europe in the ensuing centuries.
Participating in the victory at the Milvian Bridge was a reconstituted Theban
Legion. In the years after the decimation of the Legion by Maximinianus the remnant
remained in the service the Romans. It was probably no coincidence they chose to join
Constantine in the struggle for control of the Empire over Maximinianus’ son, who they
knew was responsible for the death of of their predecessors.
Commemorating the victory, the Arch of Constintine was erected, outside the
Colosseum in Rome. On the Arch is recognition of the role of the Theban Legion with
images of the soldiers.
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The Thebans were an auxiliary unit in the
Roman Legions. Although they are usually
thought of as infantry they were actually
specialists – archers. Constantine’s Arch gives us
an insight into their specialty and dress. Visible
is the unique way they placed arrows in their head
dress making them more quickly accessible during
battle.
It is ironic that the descendants of the
Theban Legion contributed to defeating the pagans
who had massacred their ancestors and contributed
to Constantine opening the world to Christianity.
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Photographs & Ephemera

Undated woodcut of San Vincenzo relic in Craco

Postcard of San Vincenzo relic

Postcard of San Vincenzo relic

Postcard scene of St. Peter’s Monastery

Postcard of San Vincenzo relic with Craco

Postcard of San Vincenzo statue inside St. Peter’s
Monastery
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Members of The Craco Society Contributing
to the 2010-2011 San Vincenzo Statue Restoration

Ms. Karen Bennett
Ms. Donna Blanchard
Ms. Camilla Carollo
Mr. & Mrs. John Congedo
Mr. & Mrs. Domenico DeCesare
The Episcopio Family
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Episcopio
In memory of Antonia Francavilla &
Leonardo Spero
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Francavilla
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Francavilla
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Francavilla
Ms. Marge Gallo
In Memory of Salvatore Gallo
Ms. Isabelle Grieco
Msgr. Nicholas V. Grieco
Mr. Marco Grandinetti
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Grossi
Ms. Patricia Heller
Ms. Lee Ann Infantino
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Infantino
Ms. Constance Roccanova Kerwick-Kerns
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen LaRocca
Mr. & Mrs. Robert LaRubbio
Ms. Rita Gallo Lavery
In memory of Carlo Lombardi
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Maiolo & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Modena
Mr. Leonardo Modena
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Monaco

Mr. & Mrs. Cosimo Moscogiuri
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Mulé
Mr. Achille John Muzio
Mr. Carlo Muzio
In memory of Rose Lombardi Muzio
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Niceforo
Ms. Nancy Mormando Oleksy
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pause
Ms. Ann Pirozzi
Ms. Janice Rubertone Plumer
Mr. & Mrs. Giovanni Quinto
Mr. & Mrs. Umberto Randazzo
Mr. Frank Rinaldi
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Rinaldi (NJ)
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Rinaldi (NY)
Mr. Joseph D. Rinaldi
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rubertone
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Salerno
Ms. Karen Santagata-Stires
Ms. Eleanor Santalucia
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Spero & Family
Ms. Mary Spilotro
In memory of Domenic Tocci
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tocci & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ugenti
Ms. Anna O. Veeder
Ms. Marianne Vitelli
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Viverito
Ms. Angie Gallo Zeidman
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The Craco Society (Inc.) was formed in May 2007 and is a 501(c)(4) non-profit corporation
that seeks to preserve the culture, traditions, and history of Craco, the southern Italian hill
town located in the Province of Matera and the region of Basilicata. Founded in 540AD by
monks the town prospered until after the unification of Italy when societal changes,
economic problems and a series of catastrophes made conditions there so difficult that
from 1892-1922 over 1,250 individuals left to settle in North America. After sitting on its
hilltop perch for over 1,400 years a succession of landslides in the late 1960’s and the
resulting structural instability forced the populace to relocate to a new site below the old
town. Although virtually abandoned over the intervening years “Craco Vecchio” with its
fantastic vistas and unchanged structures serves as a time capsule. It has become a haven
for tourists and also the setting for several movies trying to capture the essence of the area
or even more ancient times.
The Craco Society (Inc.) officers are:
Joseph D. Rinaldi, President & Director
Lena Camperlengo, Vice President & Director
Joseph A. Rinaldi, Vice President & Director
Robert Rubertone, Vice President & Director
Frederick H. Spero, Treasurer, Clerk & Director
The Craco Society Advisory Board Members are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cracotan American Advisor – Salvatore Filippo Francavilla
Second Generation American Advisors – Tony Camberlango (West)/Patrick
Colabella (East)
Current Generation Advisor – Chris Rinaldi
Youth Advisor – Esmee Bancroft-Camperlengo
Canadian Advisor – Marlyne Marrese
Cracotan Advisor – Pietro D’Elia

The Society website is: www.TheCracoSociety.org
The Society web group is “Craco Families of North America” which can be found at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Craco/
Email messages can be sent to: memberservices@thecracosociety.org
The business address is:
The Craco Society (Inc.)
14 Earl Road
East Sandwich, MA 02537
USA
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